y. , 
gsby, at th 


translator t 
Old Bailey, 


THE LANCET, Decemser 27, 


1862. — 





Clinical Lectures 


GOUT, RHEUMATISM, RHEUMATIC 
GOUT, AND SCIATICA. 
Delivered at St. George's Hospital, 

By HENRY WM. FULLER, M.D. Canrtas., F.R.C.P., 


PHYSICIANS TO THE HOSPITAL, 





GENTLEMEN, —In my last lecture we discussed the treatment | 
of acute rheumatism, and I adduced examples from your own 
experience in the wards tu prove, that in the judicious employ- | 
ment of alkalies in full doses we have an efficient antidote 
to the rheumatic poison, and a sure protection against inflam- | 
mation of the heart. It happens, however, that either from 
the neglect of this preventive treatment or from some time 
having been suffered to elapse before medical advice is sought, 
patients are not unfrequently attacked with endocarditis or 
pericarditis before they are admitted under our charge at the 
hospital, and it therefore becomes necessary that you should be | 
fully prepared to encounter these formidable and often fatal | 
complications of the disease. 

I will take as a text for my remarks on this subject, the case | 
of E. K——, a weakly girl, aged eighteen, who was admitted 
on the 12th of December into Roseberry ward. She had been 
attacked with acute rheumatism two weeks prior to admission, 
and for some days had suffered severely from acute catching 
pain in the region of the heart, ‘ 

On admission the skin was hot and perspiring; the handsand 
vrists were red, swollen, and exquisitely painful, and ery- | 
thematous patches extended some distance up the right fore- 
arm; the tongue was furred, and greatly loaded ; the bowels | 
were reported open, and the urine clear, though high-coloured 
and scanty; the pulse was 120, regular, but variable in strength; 
the respiration was very quick and shallow. There was great | 
extension of the area of precordial dulness, and the heart’s | 
sounds were almost inaudible; no exocardial or endocardial | 
murmurs could be distinguished, and the firmest pressure with | 
the stethoscope failed to produce one. Beef-tea was ordered as 
her diet; a large blister was placed over the region of the heart, | 
and the following medicines were prescribed :— Bicarbonate of 
potash, one drachm and a half; potassio-tartrate of soda, one | 
drachm; tincture of opium, five minims; two ounces of acetate 
of ammonia draught : to be taken every four hours, with one 
scruple of citric acid. Three grains of calomel and one grain 
if opiam, made into a pill, were ordered three times a day. 

On the 14th the rheumatic pains were much relieved, the 
area of precordial dulness had decreased, and the sounds of the 
heart were clearer and less distant, but still unaccompanied by 
murmur, The urine had become alkaline, so the mixture was 
repeated every six hours only instead of every four hours, The 
pills were continued as before. 

On the 15th exocardial friction-sound was audible for the first 
time. The urine continued alkaline, so the mixture was re- 
peated only twice daily. 

On the 18th the sounds of the heart were much clearer, and 
the sound of friction was beginning to decrease, The rheumatic 
pains had entirely ceased, and the urine was still alkaline. The 
mixture, therefore, was omitted, but the pills were continued 
as before, 

On the 20th the pulse, which had fallen to *0, had regained 
its steadiness, but it was very weak ; the friction-sound still 
continued, 

On the 27th the urine was pale and alkaline, although she 
had not taken any alkali since the iSth; there was slight fetor 
of the breath; the pulse was 88, and weak ; the friction-sound 
was still audible, and the sounds of the heart were not so clear 
as they had been. The pill, therefore, was repeated, with the 
omission of two grains of calomel, and a blister was again ap- 
plied to the region of the heart. Fish, also, was ordered for 
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her dinner, 
now remained without much variation until 





the Ist of January, when she began to complain of cough, and 
of a pain in the chest, On the 3rd these symptoms were 
worse; there was considerable fever, the pulse having risen to 
118; the face was flushed, and the breathing hurried; she com- 
plained of pain in the left knee and ankle, and of increased pain 
in the chest; friction sound was still heard over the heart, and 
bronchitic rales were audible over both sides of the chest ; her 
= was weak and somewhat irregular; she was sweating pro- 
usely, the perspiration being faintly acid, and almost devoid of 
a rheumatic odour; and the urine was acid, but clear. A blister 
was again applied tothe chest; a nitre draught, containing half 


| adrachm of carbonate of potash, was given three times a dey; 


the pill was continued, with the addition of two grains of 
mel, and three ounces of sherry wine were ordered to be taken 
daily. 

On the 5th the urine had become alkaline, the wine had not 
heated or excited her, and the pulse was still weak and irre- 
gular. The cinchona draught with one scruple of bicarbonate 
of potash were therefore substituted for the nitre draught, and 
the pills and wine were continued as before. 

From this time she improved steadily. On the Sth the pills 
were omitted in consequence of slight ptyalism, On the 10th 
the friction-sound was heard for the last time, and on the 22nd 
she left the hospital, the action of the heart being regular, and 
its sounds clear and unaccompanied by murmur. 

Now this case affords a fair example of a severe attack of 
rheumatic pericarditis, and there are several points in relation 
to it to which I would direct your attention. In the first place 
there was entire absence of exocardial murmur at the date of 
the patient’s admission into the hospital, but nevertheless the 
existence of pericarditis was diagnosed, and treatment was 
adopted accordingly. You must have observed the same fact 
in other instances, and it is of import«nce thet you should re- 
member that mere absence of friction-sound affords very imper- 
fect evidence of the non existence of pericarditis, The sound 
of friction implies the rubbing together of the two surfaces of 
the pericardium roughened by the effusion of lymph, and, 
therefore, the presence of any large quantity of fluid in the 
pericardium necessarily puts a stop te the occurrence of friction 
by separating the two layers of the membrane. You will readily 
understand, then, that inasmuch as in certain cases effusion into 
the sac is very abundant, and takes place with great rapidity, 
you may happen not to see the patient, or may not examine his 
heart until after the sound of friction has ceased, in consequence 
of the occurrence of effusion. But shortness of breath, or a 
complaint of pain in the chest made by a patient suffering from 
rheumatic fever, should always arouse your suspicions as to the 
existence of pericarditis, and so also should marked irregulari 
in the force and frequency of the pulse. Under these, | 
indeed, under all circumstances, it is your duty to examine 
carefully into the condition of the heart, and, in the absence of 
pleuritic and pulmonary disease, the presence of extended 
precordial dulness and a muffled condition of the heart’s sound 
is quite sufficient to render imperative the adoption of means 
to get rid of the effusion. In the case under consideration, as 
the area of precordial dulness decreased, and the heart’s sounds 
became clearer, the sound of friction became audible; but I 
would warn you not to suppose that your diagnosis has been 
wrong, simply because from first to last you are unable to detect 
the presence of friction-sound. Extended precordial dulness 
disappearing under treatment, and a mufiling of the heart’s 
sounds, which, after a time, is replaced by clearness of the 
sounds coincidently with the disappearance of the precordial 
dulness, is quite sufficient to stamp the character of the disease, 
The fact that you have been unable to discover any friction- 
sound during the absorption of the effused fluid, may be due to 
the rapidity with which adhesion has taken place, and the 
shortness of the time, therefore, for which the friction has con- 
tinued; or it may be referable to the non-effusion of lymph on 
the anterior surface of the heart, and to the consequent non- 
transmission of the friction-sound to the parietes of the chest, 
In the case of W. G——, who was admitted into the H 
ward on the 3rd of April, there can be little doubt that this 
was the case ; for although, as you will remember, he had all 
the general symptoms of pericarditis, and, with the exception 
of friction-sound, all the physical signs of the disease, and 
although under the influence of blisters, and calomel and opium, 
the symptoms all subsided, and the sounds of the heart became 
clear, yet from first to last no friction sound was heard, although 
the heart was carefully examived daily. 

The treatment of rheumatic pericarditis is a subject on which 
various opinions have been expressed, and | would therefore 
direct your attention to certain points in connexion with it, 
Theoretically, the objects to be attained are—lst, the removal 
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of the cause of irritation which first excites and subsequently 
keejis up the pericardial inflammation ; 2nd, the subjugation of 
the mischief which bas been set up; 3rd, the mitigation of its 
evil effects by inducing absorption of the fluid, or other products 
which are effused into the pericardial sac, The first object is to be 
compassed by the administration of alkalies, which, as I have | 
shown you, have the power of preventing the accession of | 
cardiac inflammation, and which also, by eliminating the | 
rheumatic poison from the blood, do much towards removing 
the articular, cardiac, and other inflammations which are due | 
to the presence of that poison in the system, The second and | 
third objects are to be secured by the use of bloodletting, | 
counter-irritation, and the administration of calomel, opium, 
and other remedies. In the case of E. K——, and in many 
other instances which have come under your observatiou in the 
wards, you have seen the plan of treatment I usually adopt. 
It is founded on the theoretical considerations just alluded to, 
and has proved eminently suecessful. The mixed alkalies are | 
administered, calomel is pushed until the gums are slightly 
touched, and opium is given with it in quantity sufficient, not 
Only to restrain its purgative action, but to subdue the irrita- 
bility of thesystem. At the outset of the disease, if the heart’s 
action is very turbulent, a few leeches may be applied to the 
precordial region, or a few ounces of blood may be drawn from 
the arm; but in the great majority of cases depletion is un- 
necessary if the alkalies are properly administered, and in most 
instances it proves mischievous by depressing the patient, and 
thus preventing the setting up of those actions whereby ab- 
sorption of the inflammatory products and adhesion of the two 
layers of the pericardial membrane are effected. Blisters are ser- 
viceable, even from the first, but their efficacy is displayed so 
much more strikingly when liquid effusion has taken place into 
the pericardium that I seldom have recourse to their assistance 
until the existence of effusion is unequivocally declared. In 
the case of E. K——., a large amount of fluid existed in the 
pericardium at the date of her admission into the hospital, and 
the immediate relief afforded by the blister was manifest in the 
increased clearness of the sounds of the heart, and the occur- 
rence of pericardial friction, which within three days resulted 
from the two roughened surfaces of the pericardial membrane 
having come into apposition in consequence of absorption of the 
effused fluid. 

The importance of maintaining the strength of the patient 
whilst measures are being adopted for the relief of the local 
inflammation is well illustrated by the case of E. K——-. Up 
to a certain point all seemed going on well. ‘The rheumatic 
pains subsided ; the area of precordial dulness gradually dimin- 
ished; the heart’s sounds became clearer ; and, in short, all 
the symptoms betokened the disappearance of the rheumatism, 
and the absorption of the fluid products of the pericardial in- 
flammation. Nevertheless, the friction-sound continued, adhe- 
sion of the two layers of the inflamed membrane did not occur, 
and recovery did not take place. The explanation of this is 
to be found in the feeble condition of the patient. . Naturally 
a weakly person, she had undergone two weeks of severe 
suffering before her admission to the hospital, and although the 
measures then adopted for her relief very speedily caused a 
mitigation of her pain, and relieved the heart of the large 
amount of fluid which was oppressing it, it was impossible at 
once to impart that tone to the system which is essential to the 
rapid organization of effused lymph. The feeble pulse, the 
alkalinity of the urine, which continued notwithstanding the 
omission of the alkalies, and the profuse and scarcely acid per- 
spiration which ensued, were the exponents of the cause which 
prevented the organization of the effused lymph. The exhans- 
tion which those symptoms indicated was the true cause of the 
non-cessation of friction, and is usually the origin of the un- 
toward symptoms by which death in pericarditis is preceded. 
Accordingly, when these symptoms fully declared themselves, 
and it became evident that, notwithstanding the absorption of 
the more fluid parts of the exudation, adhesion would not take 
place between the two layers of the pericardium, I deemed it 
necessary io endeavour to sup her, and thus enable the 
reparative to take place. From the first L had given 
her strong beef-tea ; on the 27th I ordered her fish for dinner ; 
on January 3rd wine was prescribed ; and on the 5th I gave 
her the cinchona draught, although up to this time there had 
been no diminution in the sound of friction. Strange i 
these, you will say, to subdue an acute serous inflammation ! In 
truth they would be very strange remedies for such a purpose, 
but that was not the object for which they were administered. 
Blisters, and calomel and opium, and alkalies were the 
employed for that purpose ; the food, the stimulant, and. the 
bark were only given to support the general strength, and 





enable these agents to do their work. And right well they 
effected the object in view. From the time the bark and wine 
were administered the symptoms rapidly abated ; the pulse 
regained its force and steadiness ; the profuse, enfeebling per- 
spirations ceased, and the friction sound diminished, and soon 
disappeared altogether. Here, then, is an important practical 
point for your consideration. None of the fancticns of the 
body, and none of the actions which are necessary to the re 
ration of the tissues, can go on properly in a person enfeebled 
beyond a certain point, and in the treatment of pericarditis, ag 
of all other inflammatory diseases, it is essential to uphold the 
patient’s strength directly you obtain evidence of constitutional 
exhaustion. 

It has been stated that the administration of calomel is un- 
necessary in the treatment of rheumatic pericarditis, and that 
opium will do all that is needed for the patient’s recovery, In 
ne of this, cases have been cited in which opium alone has 

ep administered, and recovery has taken place. But I would 
urge you, gentlemen, not to be misled by such a specions argu- 
ment, There is no drug and no method of treatment of which 
as much could not be said; nay, cases will sometimes recover 
without any treatment whatever, and there is no remedy, of 
the efficacy of which in the treatment of acute serous inflam. 
mation experience has afforded more convincing proof than it 
has of mercury. In pericarditis, in pleurisy, and in acute 
sclerotitis you must have noted the continuance of the symp- 
toms until the effect of mercury on the system has been de- 
clared, and their immediate decrease and speedy cessation after- 
wards. The distrust which some persons have felt of mercu: 
in these cases has arisen from their having improperly em sloyed 
it. You must have seen patients suff-ring from peri itis or 
acute pleurisy admitted into this hospitai in a state of saliva- 
tion, the friction-sound or the pleuritic effusion, as the case may 
have been, continuing nevertheless. And so it would have 
been in the case of E, K—-— if I had persisted in the adminis. 
tration of calomel without at the same time upholding her 
strength. Mercury is serviceable in proportion as the exadation 
is plastic and readily organizable; it is useless, or even mis- 
chievous, when the exudation consists of curdy, floceulent, ill- 
concocted lymph of low vitality. And as the former charactet 
of exudation occurs only when there is a fair amount of power 
in the system, it follows that if the administration of me 
is pushed in weakly persons, or in persons whose kidneys are 
organically unsound, or even in stronger persons who are much 
exhausted by sleeplessness and suffering, or by unduly depress- 
ing treatment, the result must necessarily be unsatisfactory, 
The only chance of obtaining its remedial effects under sack 
circumstances is by upholding tie patient’s strength during the 
ponies of its exhibition 2s was done in the case of E, K——, 

at that opium will check the continuance of the inflammation, 
and carry the patient safely through the attack, as is main- 
tained bv the opponents of mercury, is a fallacy which it re- 
quires little skill to expose. It will not prevent the accession 
of inflammation of the heart, as is proved by a series of cases 

ublished some time tince by Dr. Sibson, in which a fearfully 

rge ie sane of the patients suffered from this complication 
of their rheumatism ; it does not materially shorten the dura- 
tion of rheumatism, or, in other words, does not check the 
action of the rheumatic poison, as is manifest from an in 
tion of the same series of cases, and of others which Dr. 
has put on record ; and inasmuch as the articular and 
inflammations arise from the same cause, it is obvious that it 
cannot control the one form of inflammation any more than it 
does the other. The truth appears to be, that im the one cage 
as in the other, it calms the excitement of the nervous system 
which accompanies the disease, and thus economizes st 
and enables the patient to endure his illness better than b 
could have done otherwise. Thus it is that when mercury. has 
been improperly administered, and the patient is suffering from 
the effect of the irritation induced by salivation, the in 
of opium in tranquillizing the system, and so prom 
actions which are necessary to recovery, is very ecking. ‘tittle 
more is needed under these circumstances than to keep the 
patient under its influence. But it does not possess the power 
of preventing the accession of the disease, or of con 
course, nor can it, like mercury, originate the actions 1 
are necessary to the removal of the mischief, But, as y 
stated, it calms the excitement of the nervous system, ul 
sleep, economizes stren patient to p 
fairly th h his trials; and when the disease has ron 
course, it still sustains and tranqaillizes, and so obviates 
extreme exhaustion which prevents the up of th 
which are necessary to the reparation of the mischief w 
occurred, Therefore, whilst I would earnestly depi 
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practice of trusting exclusively to opium in pericarditis, and 
dissent thevretically and practically from those who urge its 
claims to the exclusion of mercury, I would have you under- 
stand that it is a valuable remedy, and should always be had 
recourse to in aid of those medicines which exert a distinctly 
eurative power, 
1 will now refer you for a few moments to the case of J. S——, 
fourteen, who was admitted on the 22nd of December, 1861. 
i | was suffering from acute rheumatism of ten days’ dura- 
tion. is joints were red, swollen, and exquisitely painful ; 
o> peeencem was full of fluid, so that, as in the case of 
E. K——., there was extension of the area of precordial dul- 
ness; the heart’s sounds were muffled, distant, and indistinct, 
and a friction-sound was audible at the root of the vessels; 
the pulse was 120, weak, and irregular; the urine was alkaline, 
and the perspiration was profuse, and extremely acid. Blisters 
were applied to the chest, and small doses of alkalies were given 
internally whilst his strength was upheld by strong beef-tea, 
By the 3ist the pains almost wholly disappeared, and 
though friction was still audible, the pulse had fallen to 80, and 


was no longer irregular. On the 9th of January he had so 


much improved that I deemed it safe to give him meat and 
vegetables for dinner. On the 20th the cinchona draught was 
Coit and on the 26th he was permitted to leave the 


ow I have drawn your attention to this case, which is not 
otherwise noteworthy, in order to remark upon the alkalinity 
of the urine. From first to last this boy’s urine was clear, pale, 
and alkaline, and the only perceptible alteration in its condition 
was, that as the rheumatism subsided, and the general health 
improved, it assumed a higher colour. Nevertheless it did not 
altogether lose its alkalinity whilst he remained in the hospital, 
though it did so shortly afterwards, for he was readmitted 
under Dr, Page in the month of February, and his urine then 
had an acid reaction. 

What then is the history of this unusual feature of acute 
theumatism? I am unable to give you a satisfactory answer, 
and can only reply by stating the result of my observation in 
similar cases, the instances which I have met with of this 
nature have had many featares in common, The patients have 
been uniformly weakly ; the perspiration has been very acid ; 
and in one instance in which vomiting occurred, the matters 
rejected from the stomach were intensely acid. In two cases 
crystals of the ammonio- ian phosphate were visible under 
the microscope soon after the urine was voided ; in two others 
the alkalinity appeared to be referable solely to fixed alkali, 
and no crystals of the triple phosphate could be discovered 
until after the urine had been voided some hours, and decom- 
position had commenced. In all of them the microscope proved 
the absence of pus.or mucus in the urine. Treatment has not 
appeared to exert a material influence over the character of the 
secretion. In one instance papas acid was given in fall 
doses, but the urine remained alkaline for ten days afterwards; 
in two other cases small doses of alka'ivs were administered, 
but nevertheless the urine became acid when the rheumatism 
subsided and the general health improved. Whatever may be 
ppt st aay cause of the alkalinity of the urine in these cases, it 
is obvious, from the class of patients in whom it occurs, and 
from the effect of remedies, that our treatment mast not be 
Qver-active or ing. I do not believe that alkalies are 
contraindicated ; but they must be given cautiously, and their 
effect on the urine must be closely watched. Meanwhile the 
strength must be supported by nourishment, and ized 
by means of opium if the pains give rise to sleeplessness and 
excessive general irritation. This at least is the best advice I 
can give you; but the subject requires more extended investi- 
gation before a sati conclusion can be arrived at. 

I would now call your attention to the case of M. M——, 
aged twenty-six, whom you will remember some time since in 

yle wa Twelve months before her admission under my 
woman was in the hospital, suffering from rheumatic 
icarditis, on which occasion she was delirious for 
more than a fortnight. When she came under my charge, she 
had been labouring under acute rheumatism five days; but her 
suffering was out of all ion to the t severity of 
her articular symptoms, and the anxiety of her countenance 
Was uulike that which is ordinarily observed in uncomplicated 
cases of acute tism ; moreover, her manner was strange 
and she was delirious at night. She was very low; 
ing ; the pupils were contracted ; the 

feel ! e was complaining of pain in the cardiac 
/ ion across the chest, Leeches and 
were em te the region of the heart, and alkalies 

and calomel and opium were prescribed for internal s 








tration, Without going farther into the details of the case, it 
is sufficient for my purpose to recall to your remembrance that 
an exocardial murmur was andible over the whole surface of the 
heart ; that the delirium became more violent ; that she com- 
plained of intense headache, and her stools and urine 
under her unconsciously ; that after eight days, tremors of the 
upper extremities came on, accompanied by clonic spasm of the 
fingers ; that she became so low as to require full doses of wine ; 
and that it was not until after the lapse of fifteen days, when 
her gums began to be affected by the mercury, and the cardiac 
murmur decreased in intensity, that the deliftiam and tremors 
and clonic muscular spasms subsided, the anxiety of coun- 
tenance disappeared, and the pulse became less frequent and of 
better vol Eventually she recovered, and left the hos- 
ital. 

. My object in calling your attention to this case is to point 
out its patbological hi , and the treatment which is neces- 
sarily founded upon it, What, think you, was the cause of the 
delirium and tremors and clonic muscular spasms? You might 
have supposed them to be referable to inflammation of the 
brain ; but the character of the pulse, the state of the skin, 
and other of the symptoms, were scarcely consistent with 
cerebral inflammation. Moreover, pathological research has 
proved that when delirium and muscular spasms accompany 
acute rheumatism, they are seldom connected with any lesion of 
the nervous centres. 

Inflammation of the heart will not solve the mystery, for 
delirium and spasm rarely accompany cardiac inflammation, 
however acute and wide-spreading it may be; they arise not 
unfrequently in cases distinguished by less than the average 
severity of the cardiac symptoms, and in which, therefore, pre- 
sumption favours the belief that there is no unusual irritation 
of the cardiac nerves ; and they occur sometimes when dissec- 
tion after death proves the heart and its membranes to be quite 
free from disease, and when, therefore, the non-existence of 
such a cause of irritation is placed beyond all doubt. 

An unhealthy condition of the blood does not of itself afford 
a ratisfactory explanation, for such a condition exists in every 
case of rheumatism ; whereas cerebral and spinal symptoms 
are of rare occurrence. But there cannot be a doubt that, in 
conjunction with certain predisposing and exciting causes, a 
vitiated condition of the circulating fluid is the active agent in 
the production of these symptoms, Indeed, I do not hesitate 
to affirm that in this, as in almost all cases of rheumatism, in 
which cerebral and spinal symptoms occur, the delirium and 
spasms resulted from the influence of a vitiated blood — 
upon a nervous system in a state of exalted sensibility, an 
therefore excited in an unusual degree by the setting up of car- 
diac inflammation. You all know how certainly excitement or 
profound coma is cansed by the ingestion of immoderate quan- 
tities of spirituous liqaors; how frequently delirium resalts 
from the deleterious influence of urea ; and how often it accom- 

nies typhus fever and almost every exanthematous disorder. 

et in these cases dissection after death has shown that 
such ptoms afford not the slightest ground for the presump- 
tion of cerebral congestion or cerebral inflammation. Rarely, 
indeed, has there been found any trace of inflammatory action 
or of any other organic lesion in the brain or its membranes, 
So that at length the conclusion has been arrived at that when- 
ever the blood is poisened or altered in character, there may 
occur, without any cerebral inflammation, every shade and 
variety of disturbance of the nervous system, from slight wan- 
derings or flightiness to violent maniacal delirium, accompanied 
or unaccompanied by convulsions or tetanic spasms, and termi- 
nating in recovery or in death from coma. 

Bat further, by looking carefully to the circumstances under 
which symptoms are most apt to arise in different 
disorders, we may glean important information on the subject 
of the causes which determine the occurrence of delirium in 
certain cases, and its total absence in others. [tis well known, 
for instance, that persons of a nervous, excitable disposition are 
more apt to experience ill effects from any interference with 
their fanctions than are those of a more vigorous and less irri- 
table temperament. Moreover, it has been ascertained that 
nervous susceptibility is most fully displayed when the consti- 
tution has been d i by habits of intemperance or by long- 
Continued ill health. Causes which, in of a healthy 
constitution and less excitable habit, would hardly give rise to 
any disturbance, are apt under such circumstances to occasion 
€xcessive nervous irritation. Thus it is that in habitual 
drankards, whose constitutions are shattered, and whose 
nervous systems have been unduly exalted or depressed, com- 

vely small potations on the one hand, or, on the other, a 
ief abstinence from accustomed stimuli, or any temporary 
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fepressing cause, will seldom fail to induce an attack of de- 
“ "tremens, “Hence, also, the frequency of traumatic de- 
liriamand of the delirium which so constantly accompanies 
i im ‘persons whose constitutions bave been unduly 
. “The or the deficiency of the accustomed stimulus 
im the case of the drunkard, the shock and the loss of blood in 
ease of the wounded man, and the poison of the disease in 
‘last instance, prove sufficient to disturb the relationship 
ing between the blood and the nervous centres. With a 
participating in the general malnutrition of the body—a 
weak, ill fourished, ill supplied with nervous stimulus, 
and hardly capable of maintaining a due circulation—and blood 
long vitiated or impoverished, it is not difficult to conceive 
that a slight additional cause of irritation or depression may 
prove sufficient to disturb the brain’s equilibrium, and that an 
attack of delirium may supervene whenever, by the presence 
morbific matter, by an increase of the watery 
i corpuscles of the blood, 
hage or venesection, or, indeed, by any 
material alteration in the character of the cireulating fluid, the 
nutrition of the nervous centres is still farther inveriored with. 
Nor is it to be wondered at that, from the same cause, an 
attack of carditis should in many cases determine the access of 
sym The shock resulting from the occurrence 
of inflammation in such a vital organ as the heart is quite 
enough to disturb the cerebral circulation, and interfere with the 
brain’s nutrition sufficiently to give rise to symptoms of undue 
excitement.or undue oppression, And so it proved in M. M——. 
Of a naturally weak, unhealthy constitution and excitable 
nervous system, unhinged by her former attack of rheumatic 
fever and pericarditis, from which she had never thoroughly 
recovered, and exhausted by excessive work as a common 
servant, she was not in a condition to endure the pain of 
another attack of acute rheumatism, ner was her nervous 
stem in a state to rvsist the irritating influesce of unhealthy 
, combined with that of an sthenk of carditis. Accord- 
ingly, when subjected to these severe trials, her brain gave 
‘way, and her spinal cord showed symptoms of de ment. 
nd what is the practical lesson to be enol ieee these 
facts? Is it to employ venesection and tartarized antimony 
under the idea of suppressing undue excitement? Or is it not 
rather to support and tranquillize the system as best we may, 
whilst means are being employed to rid the system of the 
orem which has cansed the mischief, and to subdue the mor. 
id action which is going on? Assuredly the latter is the only 
safe and judicious course. Al)kalies may be administered in 
small doses to counteract any undue acidity and promote the 
elimination of the morbid matter; but meanwhile the system 
must be sup by beef-tea and other nourishment; and 
opium, and, if , Stimulants must be had recourse to ; 
and calomel and blisters, if there is evidence of cardiac or other 
local inflammation. Generally, as in the case before us, you 
will find it necessary at some period of the attack to administer 
wine or diffusible stimulants. The symptoms we have been 
discussing afford evidence of excitement without power, and 
are accompanied or followed by so much d ion that if you 
fail to administer support your patient will almost necessarily 
sink. Remember, then, that opium and stimulants are your 
sheet-anchor in tuese cases, provided no local inflammation is 
going on ; and that, even though there be local mischief of a 
serious nature, it should be subdued if possible without the 
use of remedies calculated to exhaust or depress the patient. 
blisters, and turpentine fomentations should be em- 
ed, rather than bloodletting and tartarized antimony ; 
if the local symptoms seem to call for the loss of blood, 
leeches should be had recourse to rather than phlebotomy. In 
all cases, however, opium is necessary ; and, without reference 
to the existence or non-exis’ence of local inflammation, wine 
or diffusible stimulants should be administered if the pulse and 
the tongue indicate failure of the vital powers. 











Sr. Taomas’s Hospitat—The governors are understood 
to benegotiating with the Fishmongers’ Company forthe purchase 
of a plot of nd ou the Walworth road, a little beyond the 
Blephant and Castle, asa site for the new hospital. A depu- 
tation of them, headed by the treasurer, had an interview on 
5 nee, on cates iate with in committee of the Court 

mongers, of whic r. Cubitt, the late Lord Ma 
chairman for th don 





PRACTICAL REMARKS 
ON 


THE MORE FREQUENT VARIETIES OF 
POST-PARTUM HAEMORRHAGE. 


By KEITH N. MACDONALD, Eso., L.R.C.S. Eps. 


Havre noticed in THe Lancet a few weeks since a case of 
‘* severe post partum hemorrhage” successfully treated by the 
able staff at St. Mary’s Hospital, I am induced to offer the 
following brief remarks on the same subject. The case re- 
ferred to is just one of those that frequently come under the 
cognisance of the practitioner in private practice ; and if some 
of the scenes that are now and again witnessed by some of 
those gentlemen were recorded, [ have no doubt much valuable 
information might be collected upon many questions of vital 
im portance, 

So far as my own experience is concerned, I have observed 
three different varieties of hemorrhage after delivery : one is 
when the hemorrhage either precedes or follows extraction of 
the placenta ; another, when an interval elapses between the 
birth of the head and body of the child--a sudden and profuse 
gush follows extraction of the latter; and a third, when the 
hemorrhage for the most part takes place internally. The 
last two are by far the most dangerous. Should the bamor- 
rhage be alarming in its character—if a short time intervene: 
between each gush, it is astonishing to what extent blood may 
in this way be lost without proving immediately fatal, But 
if, on the other hand, the gush is sudden and profuse, or the 
hemorrhage internal, syncope and collapse immediately follow. 
The most reliable symptom of internal hemorrhage is vomit- 
ing ; next, restlessness, pallidness, and collapse. The occur- 
rence and duration of the discharge are sufficiently diagnostic 
of the others, 

Now, since the treatment of these alarming cases requires 
great confidence and coolness, it is not only necessary to be 
acquainted with the most efficient remedies, but to be prompt 
in their application. | do not see what benefit can 
having ~ — — with a long list i 
ergot, acids, opium, i 
ate, &c., when ey by the hands’ 
introduction of the into the uterus, 
and most easily procurable measures that can 
wouid ever think of sitting down to write a prescription, to 

pare an enema syringe, or send for assistance or 
Coder, while he could procure cold water and use both hands: 
I do not mean by this to disregard altogether the 
uses of ergot and opium in their several modes of action 
to cases of post-partum hemorrhage | consider them 
inapplicable, for the patient is either dead or the b 
has ceased before they possibly could have pissed throug 
system. I have had many cases of this kind, and have al 
found the above remedies (pressure and cold) to act 
and efficiently. 

Within the last three months I have met with two cases 
that have rather surprised me. One was that of a primipara, 
who suffered from hemorrhage after artificial delivery to sueh 
an extent that I positively declared that she could not survive 
the loss. The scene around us had more of the appearance 
a slaughterhouse than a lying-in chamber ; but my as,tonisb- 
ment was almost unbounded to find her next day sitting 
a cup of tea, Fae or was a case of internal bamor- 
rhage. On my arrival, patient was vomitin be evel 
less, and talking incoherently ; pulse im: e, the 
uterus much distended. I was refused to remove 
the clots per vaginam ; but seeing that was immi 
I ex strong pressure over the uterus, and, as it were, 
forced the coagula away in enormous masses. 

The amount of stimulation necessary in these cases has, | 
believe, no limits. In two cases, at least, I haye given a 
much as twelve ounces of brandy in four hours, 

In conclusion, I may mention that these remarks are simply 
practical deductions from what has fallen under my own obser- 
vation, apart from the more important and collateral patho- 
logical questions. 
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TREATMENT OF OONGENITAL RUPTURE 
AT THE GROIN; 


WITH THE DESCRIPTION OF A SIMPLE BANDAGE OR 
SUPPORT. 


By CHARLES VINES, Esq., M.R.C.S. 














OF ‘THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 


HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


Nulla est alia certo noscendi via, nisi quam plurimas et morborum et 
dissectionum , tam alioram collectas habere et inter se com- 
parare.—Moneasent. De Sed, et Caus. , lib. 14, 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 
MULTILOCULAR OVARIAN TUMOUR OF TWO YEARS’ 
DURATION ; OVARIOTOMY ; RECOVERY. 

(Under the care of Dr. PxrestLey and Mr. Ds Morea. ) 

Tue following two cases were reported by Mr, Langford, 
obstetric assistant :— 

C. C——, aged forty-six, admitted September 23rd, 1862, 
She is tall aud well developed ; complexion sallow. Has been 
a washerwoman for the last eighteen years. Was married at 
eighteen, and had one child, which died three weeks after 
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straining, 
came on, and recurred frequently during the opera- 
to retard it in some degree. The 
when she was brought more com: y under the in- 
fluence of the chloroform. An incision of four inches in length, 
fiocagh ao sUtL senda, nd aaa, hen Sho perteavenvne 
skin, on, an w was 
protraded under the straining efforts by fluid contained in its 
sac. There wasno bleeding. The peritoneum was then 
and a large quantity of dark coloured ascitic flaid allowed to 
On introducing the hand no adhesions could be 
found. The tamour was now tapped with Mr. Spencer Wells’s 
double canula trocar ; bat only about an ounce of thick curdly 
stuff The trocar was then pushed through a deeper 
cyst-wall ; but with no result. As the tumour was not dimi- 
nished in size by these punctures, and was too large to 
the incision was enlarged to about an inch above the N 
and the tumour was partly drawn, partly forced by the strain- 
i the opening, a portion of bowels being at the 
protruded. This was at once covered with hot flan- 
was no adhesion. The pedicle was short, but 


E 
5 


[ 


5 
® 


ti 


=8 
ia 
tf 

4 


J 
if 


2. 3. 


cut 
aS 5 
Hi 


i 
: 


as 


7% 


Hie 





i 


in blankets, The temperature of 
The , after the 

r, small, and weak ; but it 
became filler. Three hours 


operation, was 100 to 104, i 

soon gained more power, 

afterwards she complained of great pain throughout the abdo- 

men ; ot eet Lemet ae oe She was ordered ten 
i compound i 

Tabs pened 4 





700 ‘Tae Lancer,) 


LONDON HOSPITAL MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 





(Dscumper 27, 1962. 





The clamp was removed on the next day, forty-eight hours 
after the operation, and the stump was washed with a solution 
of carbolic acid. The wound was quite quiet, and appeared to 
have united throughout the deeper part, She’ aow taking a 
little wine-and - water. 

Nov. Ist.—The bowels noi naving been relieved since the 
operation, and great griping pain being complained of, she had 
an enema of castor oil and turpentine, and turpentine fomenta- 
tions were applied over the abdomen. No evacuation followed 
the enema. At night the pain was severe, and there was ful- 
ness and marked tenderness over the left iliac region. She was 
ordered a grain of calomel and a quarter of a grain of opium 
every four hours. 

On the 2nd, she was much easier; but the pulse was 112, 
and sharp. Half an ounce of castor oil was given, which 
towards evening caused a free action from the bowels twice, 
with great relief 

The calomel was discontinued on the following day, as all 
the symptoms were so much more favourable. She went on in 
this way, occasionally suffering much from wind, which was 
generally relieved by opium, chloric ether, and sal volatile, 
with turpentine fomentations, There was always, however, 
some tenderness in the old situation, which on the 18th was so 
much more severe that she was again put on calomel and 
opium, 

Dr. Priestley now made a vaginal examination, and found 
a decided fulness in the left broad ligament and iliac fossa, and 
the posterior surface of the uterus was fixed by inflammatory 
adhesions, so as to interfere with its mobility. 

The calomel and opium were continued till the 24th, the 
tenderness and fulness diminishing day by day. At this time 
the gums were very slightly affected. From this period she 
went on improving, and soon began to sit up and to move 
about. At first she was very weak ; but she gained strength 
steadily, and left the hospital on the 16th December. The 
wound was perfectly cicatrized, and measured only four inches 
and a half. The tumour weighed ten pounds, and was made 
up of one large and pretty solid cyst and a number of small 
ones. 


MULTILOCULAR OVARIAN TUMOUR OF THREE YEARS’ DURATIOY ; 
OVARIOTOMY ; DEATH. 


(Under the care of Dr. Priestiey and Mr. Hutke.) 


A countrywoman aged fifty-six, admitted Oct. 21st, 1962, 
with a large globular ovarian t , of the presence of which 
she had first become aware three years previously, soon after 
the cessation of menstruation. At that time it was movable 
in the right iliac region, and about the size of a teacup. The 
girth of the belly was 41j inches. The lower part of the front 
of the belly, and the lower extremities, were edematous, The 
urine was not albuminous. Catamenia ceased when nearly 
fifty-three, and she had had two children at the ages of thirty- 
three and thirty six. Her complexion was sallow, and she 
was much jated. The od of the legs and abdominal 
walls subsided. 

On Dec. 2nd ovariotomy was performed. An incision about 
three inches long was made below the umbilicus. On dividing 
the peritoneum, several translucent yellowish bladders pre- 
sented themselves in the wound; these were collections of 
yellow ascitic serum in the extremely attenuated and trans- 
parent omentum, On pushing them aside the white ovarian 
cyst came into view, and now a strong adhesion was found, of 
deep-red colour, The cyst was next tapped, and pulled out 
——— the wound ; the pedicle was enclosed in a p, and 
then divided ; and the wound was closed with iron-wire stitches. 

Death occurred from collapse sixty-five hours and forty 
minutes after the operation. 

At the post-mortem examination, signs of recent peritonitis 
were apparent, A thick-walled abscess was found in the spleen. 
The bladder contained nearly a hundred calculi. 











KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL REMARKS ON A CASE OF MALIGNANT TUMOUR OF 
THE LEFT ARM, IMBEDDED IN MUSCULAR STRUCTURE, 
REMOVAL. 

(Under the care of Mr, Frrcusson,) 

Tue patient was a labouring man, aged about thirty-seven 
years, who was admitted in November, with a large and pro- 
minent tumonr of his left arm, for which he underwent opera- 
tion on the 29th of the same month, 





Mr. Fergusson at the time made some clinical remarks, He 
said it was not an easy matter to form a decided opinion in this 
case; but he believed an attempt should be made to remove 
the growth and savethe arm. Seven years ago the patient re. 
ceived a bite from a dog, the mark of which was to be seen to 
this day. He would not say it had anything to do with the 
tumour, Twelve months ago the patient noticed a swelling in 
the arm, and he watched its gradual development until it had 
attained the size then witnessed. On examination after his ad- 
mission into the hospital, he (Mr. Fergusson) experienced some 
difficulty, first as to its — and then its precise relations, 
A growth with so rapid a development has an appearance of 
ellen about it, and he believed it was malignant. Next as 
to locality, and whether it was attached to one of the nerves, or 
deposited in or around a gland or a muscle? It was impossible to 


say ; but there was one circumstance he could readily determine, 
and it was that the tumour lay under the aponeurosis of the 
arm; and although it seemed tolerably circumscribed, yet it 


was 80 jated with neigh ing parts that it was difficuk 
to ascertain its relations, especially in respect to the biceps 
muscle, In his own mind it was quite clear that somethi 
should be done to save the arm and even life itself, 
he resolved to dissect it, and be guided by circumstances in 
regard to any ulterior eee In doing this, he selected a 
part farthest from the brachial artery, and came upon muscular 
tibres. Wherever the knife entered these were divided; 
they appeared to be those of the biceps, and it therefore 
seemed that the tumour was developed within that muscle, and 
intimately incorporated with its fibres. Out of the body these 
muscular fibres might be dissected off the tumour, but it was 
impossible in the living person. It looked more as if the growth 
had actually commenced in the biceps muscle. He had suc- 
ceeded in getting the whole of the tamour away, without in- 
volving any important structure, except the muscle itself. The 
operation, he further observed, was done as much for saving 
life as the arm. A section of the tumour gave an indication of 
early medullary disease, which in a more advanced stage would 
have been like fungus hematodes, with soft bloody fungus- 
looking masses, rarely seen now-a days, because something is 
done before it is allowed to proceed to that extent, 

The patient subsequently went on well, so far as concerned 
the effects of the operation. 








UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


THE EMPLOYMENT OF TELEGRAPH SUTURES IN CLOSING 
WOUNDS IN VARIOUS CASES. 


(Under the care of Mr. EricBsex.) 


Mr. CLover has introduced a new form of suture, which 
appears to possess many advantages over those ordinarily em- 
ployed, whether of silk, thread, or metal, It consists in the 
adoption of a very fine copper wire covered with gutta-percha 
—in fact, a minute telegraphic wire, and therefore receiving 
the name of ‘‘ telegraph sutures.” We have seen them used in 
a number of cases at University College Hospital, wherein 
Mr. Clover was himself allowed to apply them, because, as we 
heard Mr. Erichsen remark, it was but fair to allow the ia- 
ventor to show the application of his own invention. 

One of the first cases which came under our notice was one in 
which Mr. Erichsen removed a tumour the size of an orange 
from the right parotid region of an elderly man on the 22nd of 
October last. The growth, although movable, was situated in 
a region requiring care to excise it, for it lay between the angle 
of the jaw and mastoid process, and did not dip behind the 
former. The tumour proved rather hard on making a section, 
and was fibro nucleated in character—a form that is considered 
to be somewhat rare. The incision used was J-shaped, and 
this was closed with a fine telegraph wire, in the continuous 
or Glover's suture, by Mr. Clover; a small portion being left 
open to it of the drain of secretion. i 

On the po og the edges =s double a im an —_ 
were pared r. Erichsen, and ev brough 
deep Cuerapted oe sutures by Me Clover, “‘fuoe, he 
former gentleman remarked, leave no scar—nothing at all dike 
the hare-lip pin. He further stated that he had them on 
the face of a gentleman from whom he bad removed a tumour 
ten days previously, and no cicatrix was visible, He hed:also 
employed them in other cases, The silver wire, he observed, 
has the disadvantage of being very rigid, and does notetie well. 
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wire, on the contrary, is quite soft, and forms | 


The telegraph 

a knot like ordinary silk 
be as 
sewing 


thread ; it can be cut like silk, and 
taken out; it can, moreover, be used with a fine 





ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


CHRONIC NECROSIS OF THE FEMUR IN A BOY; ACCIDENTAL 

FRACTURE ; NON-UNION ; AMPUTATION ; RECOVERY. 

(Under the care of Mr. Potxoc« ) 

Tue following interesting case occurred some months back. 
A lad, now of sixteen, about four or five years ago jumped off 
a wall twelve feet high, and hurt his knee, which gave rise to 
synovitis. Necrosis of the shaft of the femur subsequently 
took place. He was an inmate of St. George’s Hospital eleven 
different times, and was operated upon about ten times. His 
last appearance there was for the removal from the outer side 
of the femur of dead bone, which was locked up in the new 
bone. He had been under Mr. Prescott Hewett and Mr. Cutler, 
who removed pieces of necrosed bone. A few spicule came 
away subsequently. One day, in moving suddenly round the 
form on which he was sitting in the ward, he fell down and 
broke his affected thigh. Possessing a stramous constitution 
and being confined in an hospital, he was in a bad state for 
union of the broken bone. e had two openings communi- 
cating with the bone, so that it was really a compound frac- 
ture. In six weeks there was no reparative action, and consi- 
derable deformity was present. His general health was very 
bad. In considering all these circumstances, it was thonght 
necessary to remove the limb in order to save life. Mr. Pollock 
therefore amputated through the thigh, and the femoral artery 
was found (as is sometimes observed) inflamed from the diseased 
bone in its vicinity, which no doubt had materially influenced 
the non-union of the fracture. The fractured ends of the femur 
were quite dead, with a lot of loose fragments around them. 
No attempt at union had occurred, When first admitted he 
had periostitis at the lower end of the femar. 

His subsequent progress was more satisfactory, and he left 
the hospital in fair health. 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 


VARICOSE VEINS IN A SEVERE FORM, AS LARGE AS 
ROPES, OBLITERATED BY NEEDLES. 


(Under the care of Mr. Cur Lina.) 


ALTHOUGH instances of the treatment of varicose veins are 
common en one came under our observation at the above 
hospital on the 4th inst., which ap to be very severe 
from the extreme size and tortuosity of the veins. 

The patient was a man about forty-eight years of age, and 
the subject of varices of the left leg for many years, They 

on the leg, starting from a varicose ulcer on the 

inner ankle, passed up the inner side to the knee, and thence 
upwards to the groin, They were so twisted and enlarged as 
to resemble ropes, Mr. Carling passed five needles above the 
knee, one behind, and three below, beneath the skin and en- 
vein, using a piece of card-board, about half an inch 

wide, to place over that part of the skin between the two pro- 
jecting ends of the needle previous to applying the figure-of § 
sutures, This was done whilst the patient was in an erect 

re on a chair, and without administering chloroform. 

The result of this operation will be obliteration of the present 

varices, unless they recur at a future time in some other trunks, 





CLINICAL RECORDS. 


NEUROMA OF THE SOLE OF THE FOOT, ULTI- 
MATELY TREATED BY PIROGOFF’S OPERATION, 


Tue patient was a man thirty-three years of age, who had 
an inmate of St. Bartholomew's Hospital under the care 

of the late Mr, Stanley in June, 1861. Three years before 
that Mri Stanley removed a tumour from the sole of the foot, 
which had been the source of constant pain ever since he was 
@ youth; This was found to involve the internal plantar nerve, 
and no donbt was neuromatous, altho the tamour was 
somewhat erectile in character. He remained quite well and 
free from pain for a year, when another tumour began to form 
and the’old pain returned, and thus it continued for two years. 








On the 22nd of June, 1861, Mr, Stanley made an inc'sion on 
either side of the tumour, and wholly removed it, together 
with 4 portion of skin. It was about the size of an elongated 
pigeon’s egz, and seemed to be fibrous in stracture, 

The disease subsequently returned, and the man was such a 
sufferer that the anterior part of the foot was removed 
Pirogoff’s operation by Mr. Paget on the 10th of August fol- 
lowing. As on a previous occasion, he was very obstreperous 
whilst taking chloroform. A large fungous granulation had 
sprung up in the site of the old wound. 

June 15th, 1562.—We learn that this case did uncommonly 
well; the bone of the herl firmly united to the tibia, and a 
good and useful limb was obtained for progression. He had 
been seen by Mr. Paget very lately. That gentleman has also 
had an equally good and successful case of Pirogoff’s operation 
since the foregoing. 





CURIOUS INFLUENCE OF REFLEX ACTION, 


A MALE patient, aged forty-three, fully six feet in height, 
suffering much from constipated bowels and other symptoms, 
for which he was admitted into St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
some months back under Dr, Farre’s care. He had great 
gastric irritation, with vomiting of frothy fluid, in which sar- 
cine were present. He was seized occasionally with con- 
vulsive movements of the legs and arms. At times he 
kicked and plunged for an hour in the street leaning against a 
lamp-post. This occurred also in the hospital ; but it wholly 
disappecred on improving the general health, and getting the 
bowels tu act regularly. He left after a fortnight’s stay in the 
hospital. 


RACHITIS IN A BOY OF FOURTEEN YEARS. 


Some months back, a boy fourteen years of age was ad- 
mitted into Charing cross Hospital, under Dr, Willshire’s care, 
suffering from rachitis. He had all the symptoms of the dis- 
ease as it occurs in children—namely, enlargement of the ends 
of the bones, especially at the wrists, general debility and ema- 
ciation, great weakness of the limbs, &c. He was ordered ten 
grains of phosphate of lime spread upon his bread-and-butter 
night and morning, cod-liver oil with muriated tincture of 
steel, and the recumbent posture. Dr, Willshire has many 
cases of this form of disease under his care at the Infirmary for 
Children, and this is the plan of treatment he usually pursues, 
The boy slowly improved, but continued delicate for some time. 
The legs remained very weak, and as he walked they seemed 
as if becoming bandied. 





FIBROUS TUMOUR OF UPPER JAW; REMOVAL; 
DEATH FROM ERYSIPELAS. 


Axn A——,, aged forty-two, was admitted into Guy's Hos- 
pital on the 7th of April last, with a large tumour of the upper 
jaw, which was removed by Mr. Hilton a few days after ad- 
mission. It had partly destroyed the bone of the antrum, and 
was composed of a soft juicy mass, formed of delicate fibrous 
tissue—probably recurrent. The healing process went on well, 
but she panes bys take mg cyt ageas Mee! 4 
erysipelas of the face appeared, and she gr ly san 
died.on May 2nd, 

At the antopsy, twenty hours after death, the vertical wound 
in the face was found to have entirely healed, whilst the hori- 
zontal one had partially done so. Withia the antram, the 
parts appeared healthy. None of the growth was visible. The 
posterior part of the lungs was inflamed. 








PresentaTion.—On Tuesday, the 2nd inst., the friends 
and patients of Dr. Maddever, in Rothesay and the island of 
Bute, presented him with a horse, carriage, and equipments, 
the style and fitness of which reflected much credit on their 
taste and judgment. In the evening he was entertained at 
supper in the Bute Hotel, where a number of gentlemen as- 
eembled to do him honour, The Provest, who occupied the 
chair, after referring to his many good qualities both of head 
and heart, the general esteem in which he was held, and the 
confidence which was so jus'ly reposed in him, and remarking 
particularly on his devoted attention to the poor of the district, 
presented him with a handsome silver salver, which bore the 
following inscription :—‘‘ Presented to John Coombe Maddever, 

:,"M.D., M.U., &., along with a horse and carriage, by his 
friends and patients in Bute, in token of their appreciation of 
his inval fessional services, aud of his unwearied and 
self-denying labours among the poor.—2nd Dec., 1862.” 
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MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 


Mowpay, December Sr; 1862. 
Dr. Srssoy, F.R.S., PRestpent. 


Dr. Tuupicuum read in detail the particulars of a case of 


RAPID WASTING PALSY, THE RYSULT OF STRUCTURAL 
DISEASE OF THE SPINAL MARROW. 
This was illustrated by drawings. 

Mr. Japez Hoce dwelt upon atrophy of the nerve-cell de- 
scribed by Dr, Lockhart Clarke in these cases ; and Dr. Thudi- 
chum, he remarked, had traced his case from the beginning to 
show how it affeeted the patient. He (Mr. Hogg) had brought 
microscopic specimens from the case which was first investi- 
gated by Dr. Clarke and Dr. Radcliffe. In Dr. Thudichum’s 
case the specimens beautifully showed the pathological condi- 
tion described. 

Dr, Symes THompson thought the case important as showing 
thiat the wasting palsy was due to the diseased condition of 
the spinal cord. He thought it allied to one he had himself 
brought before the Society at a former meeting, wherein the 
palsy chiefly affected the hand. He referred to the views of 
writers who endeavoured to show that the disease commenced 
in the muscles and extended to the cord. 

Mr. Wm. Apams did not think there was any analogy be- 
tween the wasting palsy of children and the case of Dr. Thudi. 
chum, as Dr. Thompson supposed. Mr. Adams referred to a 
case of gradual wasting paralysis of the whole body in a lady, 
which had been coming on for eight or ten years, and was 
attributed to mental influence. Her husband died, and two 
years afterwards she also died, with decided symptoms of 
cerebral and spinal mischief. She consulted Mr. Adams about 
her loss of muscalar power. It seemed to be a case of muscular 
paralysis gradually coming on for years. He looked upon it 
as one of great interest, but was not permitted to trace it out 
after death. 


Mr. Janez Hoae related the particulars of a case of 
DISPLACEMENT OF THE CRYSTALLINE LENS. 


The case was originally described in Toe Lancet of June, 1860. 
The lens was dislocated into the anterior chamber of the left 
eye, and produced such severe inflammation that it was’ re- 
moved by Mr. Hogg under chloroform, and the patient made 
a good recovery. Before leaving the hospital he complained 
of the sight of the other eye, when this was found to depend 
upon a displacement of the lens, the thin edge of which ws 
turned towards the observer. The position of this subsequently 
= and produced some very curious visual phenomena, 
which were described. . 
Dr. Bruston exhibited a most ingenious 
NEW AURISCOPE 


which he had invented, and practically showed its application. 
He also described its mechanism. With the aid of an ordinary 
light, and by means of angular reflectors in the instrument, the 
vessels on the surface of the tympanum could be readily dis- 
tinguished, 

Mr. Huckx exhibited a large 


FIBRO-CELLULAR POLYPUS OF THE EAR, 


which he had removed from a young man a few days previously. 
It had been nine years visible externally, the visible part being 
as large as a cherry; the stalk was so large that it could 
not be twisted off, but by means of a wire snare he removed it. 
The patient recovered, and is quite well. Hearing was extinct, 
and has not returned; and the tumour probably originated in 
the cavity of the tympanum. 


Mr. Hutxe likewise showed a 
LARGE HYDATID CYST FROM THE ORBIT, 


taken from a pale and sickly child eleven years old, with great 
sion of the lefc eye, which was one inch in advance of the 
other, both lids being everted. He could feel a swelling be- 
tween the lid and orbit below, tense, elastic, without redness 
orcedema, It had commenced seven months before, and the 
eye moved in every direction but downwards, He carefully 
iss it out, and the case had done well, with return of 
vision. 





Dr. JEPHSON related. case of 
MYELITIS SUCCESSFULLY TREATED 

at the end of about ten in a female patient, in the 
Great Northern Hospital. isease was the result of an 
accident (a fall down steps upon her back) which occurred four 
years before, causing i anesthesia, with 
a local fixed pain over 
symptoms, which he 
com 
attributable in a 
cautery, and caustic issues, combined with galvanism, &c. 

Dr. Gus exhibited the 


SKULL OF AN AFRICAN NEGRO WITH A REMARKABLY LONG 
STYLOID PROCESS, 
This was not due to ossification of the stylo-hyoid ligament, 
bat to prolongation of the styloid process itself. 
Dr. Cockux exhibited a 


CAVITY IN THE LUNG, IN WHICH METALLIC TIYKLING HAD 
BEEN HEARD FOR MANY WErK®, 


in a girl aged nineteen. This phenomenon was confined to the 
cavity, because the rest of the lung was firmly bound down by 
adhesions. He thought there was a great analogy between the 
bruit de pot f6lé and metallic tinkling. This cavity was quite 
empty from the beginning, and two weeks before the patient 
died all the phenomena ceased. 

Dr. Cockuk likewise showed a specimen o 

CANCER OF THE DUODENUM, 

developed in its post-peritoneal tissue, The patient was in- 
tensely jaundiced of a dark mahogany colour, with great irrita- 
bility of the stomach ; not even a drop of water could be re- 
tained. During life the cancerous mass had simulated cancer 
of the stomach, so much so that it was believed to have affected 
the pylorus. 

He also exhibited specimens of 


HEPATIC CANCER, UNDERGOING CRETACEOUS DEGENERATION, 


from a woman, who was admitted into the Royal Free Hos- 
pital, intensely jaundiced, and who died collapsed in forty- 
eight hours. Cancer of the liver was found undergoing cure by 
cretaceous degeneration. He had not seen this before, and be- 
lieved it to be singularly rare. Cancer was present in the 
spleen also, 

Mr. Wm. Apams thought it doubtful whether cancer was 
really undergoing cure ; for occasionally, he said, we do find 
ossification of cancerous growths internally, the same as occurs 
externally. He hesitated to admit the fact that the mere dis- 
covery of bone in the disease showed it to be andergoing a 
cure, 

Dr. Gisp asked whether there was any co-existence of 
tubercle and cancer in this patient, te which Dr. Cockle te- 
plied that there was not. 

Mr. Hoee asked if a microscopic examination had been made, 
as he thought the disease might be enchondromatous, 

Dr. CocK.e thought that, looking to the entire fusion of the 
masses, the one into the other, it must be cancer undergoing 8 
process of cure. 











JUNIOR MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, 


Ar a meeting of this Society. held at King’s College en the 
9th inst., Mr. H. Smrru in the chair, the followin pathologia 
specimens were exhibited :—‘‘ Encysted Knotty Tumoar of the 
Liver connected with a Syphilitic Origin” (by Mr. Kempthorne, 
King’s College); ‘* Larynx and ‘Trachea of a Child showing 
Diphtheritic Exudations” (by Mr. Talfourd Jones, University 
College). 
Mr. Yeo then proceeded to read a paper on 
OVARIOTOMY, 


The author commenced by observing that the subject was 80 
mature, and surrounded 4 so many well-authenticated facts, 
that it might fairly be discussed by this Society. In bear be 
it was desirable to be influenced not so much by the weight of 
authority, but rather by a calm review of the facts of the ease, 
the reasonable inferences to be mange therefrom. The 
history of the operation. was then traced, from) ite origin in 
rm os in 1809. and its inanspicious introduction. i ito Great 
Britain by Mr. Lizars in 1823, to its re-introd: 
Clay in 1842, and its subsequent steady 
enumerated the various other means that 
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for dealing with ovarian tumours, and alluded to their gene- 
rally unsa _ results; and after sketching the usual 
course of a case oyoras disease, if left to itself, or merely 
sabmiteed to palliative treatment, he passed on to the consi. 
deration of the ion of ovariotomy itself, pointed out the 
cases in which it appeared justifiable, and thought it should be 
restricted to those cases where the disease manifested a pro- 
or, fatal tendency, or where the patient’s life was ren- 

od so miserable that an operation was eagerly sought after. 
While alluding to the modes of performing the operation and 
the proper after-treatment, the author mentioned the particu. 
lars of two recent cases, one in which Mr. Fergusson, and the 
other in which Mr. Bryant, had He then stated the 
common objections to the operation, and t they would 
be removed by the results of an extended experience, a careful 
selection of cases, and a careful observation in operation of all 
the details that the most experienced in these cases had sug- 
gested and found necessary ; observing, in conclusion, that 


after, and in spite of, much opposition, ovariotomy might now 
be regarded as about to take its place gst the vreatest 
achievements of the progressive surgery of the nineteenth 





An interesting discussion ensued, in which Messrs. H. Smith, 
Hayward, Freeman, Jones, Deck, Pick, Shears, Wintle, and 
Clarke took part. 


eviews amd Hotices of Books. 


The Student's Guide to the University of Cambridge. . 328. 
Cambridge : Deighton, Bell, and Co. London : Bai and 
Daldy. 

Tuis is a very useful compendium of information respecting 
the University of Cambridge, its colleges, and its internal 
arrangements, It has been compiled by several of the tutors 
and professors of the University, with the view of affording 
full information respecting the course of study pursued there, 
to parents and guardians, schoolmasters, and the young men 
themselves who may shortly be in statu pupillari. 

We have already, in an Annotation (April 12, 1862), 
called attention to the pecuniary advantages in the way of 
scholarships &c, offered at Cambridge, and inthe same number 
we published a list of the scholarships and prizes given at 
various colleges, which we find estimated in the work before 
us at £26,000 per annum! For the various details connected 
with each college we cannot do better than refer to the volume 
itself. 

It must often be a question in an anxious parent’s mind, 
whose son is intended for the higher walks of the profession, 
whether he will gain most advantage by being launched at 
oace on his medical studies in London, or by going through a 
preliminary training of some years at one of the older univer- 
sities ; and hitherto there has been some difficulty in obtaining 
the information necessary for a just conclusion. The portion 
of this guide on the Degrees in Medicine and Surgery, how- 
ever, written by that accomplished surgeon, Dr. Humphry of 
Cambridge, exactly supplies the want, and, taken in connexion 
with the other chapters on University Expenses, Choice of a 
College, &c,, will give all the information required. We would 
only say one word as to the expense—namely, that we see it 
is calculated at £150 per annum, or, supposing the student to 
eccupy five years in his studies, at £750 for the curriculum, 
which we cannot regard as excessive; but, as the author 
naively remarks, “ the expense varies very much with the 
habits of the student.” 











Volcanoes : the Character of their Phenomena, their Share in the 
Structure and Composition of the Surface of the Globe, and 
their Relation to its Iuternal Forces. Witha ipti 
Catalogue of all known Volcanoes and their Volcanic Forma- 
tions, By G.‘Pounerr Scrorz, M.P.,' F.R.S.,) F.GS, 

Second Baiting, sevined and-enlerged. pp. 490. London: 

Longman and 


To the traveller bent on seeing some of the grand phenomena 
of Nature scattered over the various regions of the earth, a 





really good book on volcanoes must be a very desirable com- 
panion. There is, perhaps, no subject of greater interest, or 
that affords a wider field for speculation and reflection, than 
the study of the forces that are at work in the interior of our 
planet, so far as they are inanifested to us by the occurrence of 
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, Their importance is shown 
in their investigation by the scientific men of all countries, and 
especially by those belonging to the British Association for the 
Ady t of Sei A work like the present, therefore, 
after being many years out of print, must be welcomed by 
all, because it affords the information desired in a full and 
complete manner in a single volume, copiously illustrated with 
woodeuts and plates, and a map of the voleanic areas of the 
globe. 

The author gives a general view of volcanic action, describes 
and examines the phenomena of ordinary substrial eruption, 
and considers the disposition of the fragmentary ejections, the 
outflow and disposition of lava, the mineral characters of lavas, 
volcanic mountains, and their craters. In his genéral views be 
agrees with Sir Charles Lyell, and supports him in dispelling 
what he justly calls that “signal delusion” under which Dau- 
beny, Von Buch, Humboldt, and others have laboured, as to 
the mode of action of the subtelluric forces with which the 
Elevation crater theory had for a considerable period mystified 
the geological world. The author's argument on this point, 
and the facts which he and Sir Charles Lyell bring to bear in 
support of their own now generally-recognised views, are, we 
think, incontrovertible. 

The Jast three chapters are upon Subaqueous Volcanoes, Sys- 
tems of Volcanoes, and Relation of Plutonic to Volcanic Action. 
There are many interesting points which we should like to have 
brought under notice did our space permit, but we must refer 
the reader to the book itself, and can promise him a rich treat 
in its perusa!. This is just one of those works that elevate 
the mind, and lead the reader to think of Him who is the creator 
and designer of the universe. 





The Winter Climate of Mentone (South of France) ; with Hints 
to Jovalids intending to Reside there, By P. C. 
F.R©.SE., Surgeon to the Great Northern Hospital, &. 
12mo, pp. 79. London: Churebill. 1862. 

No better proof of the advantages of Mentone as a winter 
residence could be afforded than the fact of its choice by 
some of our medical men, in preference to other places. De- 
lightfally situated in the south of France, on the shores of the 
Medittrranean, in the department of the Alpes Maritimes, in 
latitude 42°, and protected by the lofty hills and mountains 
in the rear from the north, north-east, and north-west winds, it 
is, Mr. Price tells us, by general consent sdmitted to oceupy 
one of the most agreeable sites of the Western Riviera, The 
large engraving given in the book exhibits a view of the town, 
with its eastern bay, which strongly reminds one of the Bay of 
Naples. As viewed from the sea, the town appears to be 
divided into three distinct portions, which are included in the 
beautiful bay, three or four miles in extent. 

A general description of Mertone, with its geology, meteo- 
rology, sea-bathing, and climate, comprise the first chapter. 
The author next gives his medical experience of the climate in 
certain diseases of children, of a glandular, scrofulous, and 
rachitic character ; affections of the throat and air-passages, 
&c. In regard to the last, Mr. Price observes that the effect of 
the atmosphere of Mentone in diminishing and completely 
arresting pharyngeal and laryngeal irritation is most marked, 
and he cannot too highly extol its advantages. Numerous ex- 
amples proved that the air of Mentone seemed to produce an 
almost magical effect in calming long continued irritability of 
the throat passages. The effects of the climate in various dis- 
eases of adults, such as pulmonary consumption in its different 
stages, bronchitis, asthma, rheumatism, and many other affec- 
tions, are carefully considered. For the author’s experience on 
these we must refer to the book itself; but, taking his testi- 
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mony on the whole, it would appear that Mentone will be found 
to suit the generality of patients labouring under pulmonary 
disease as well, if not better, than any other locality along the 
northern shore of the Mediterranean. 

The last chapter is certainly not the least important in the 
book ; for it consists of general observations of interest to those 
intending to reside at Mentone, These are, directions as to 


the best mode of reaching it; the expense of travelling ; how | 


to procure villas and apartments ; list of hotels and pensions ; 
modes of locomotion there ; and other useful hints in regard to 
clothing, books, &. 

For a small volume such as this is, we are astonished at the 
amount of really useful and practical information it contains. 
Having experienced benefit to his own health, Mr. Price has 
known exactly what to say and write about the place. To 
patients who contemplate a visit to this delightful part of 
France, we would advise the purchase of Mr. Price’s book, 
which, although not so comprehensive and full as Dr. Henry 


Bennet’s larger work, contains much important iuformation 


within a reasonable compass. 





Diaries, Pocket Books, and Visiting Lists for 1863. 


De ua Rue & Co, and Lerrs & Co. have published, as usual, | 
their Diaries, Pocket Books, and Visiting Lists for 1863. We | 


commend them to our readers as being most complete and 
convenient. 





PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. ) 


I HAVE already, on more than one occasion, epitomized for 


the benefit of your readers, specimens of the French éloge, and | 


none with more pleasure and confidence in their sincerity than 
those delivered by the present perpetual secretary of the 
Academy, M. Dubois d’Amiens, M. Dubois’ panegyrics are 
not always mere flattering retrospects, pages of compliments, 
tinted couleur de rose ; but real history, trathful always, bat 
reproducing shade as well as light. The éloge of so celebrated 
aman as Thénard, the chemist, deserves some mention, the 
more so, as among the general medical public in England it is 
little known how frequently the great lights of our profession 
in France have risen from the ranks, Louis James Thénard 
was born at the little village of Louptitre, in the department of 
the Aube, on the 4th of May, 1777. His parents were agri- 
cultural labourers. After receiving a solid education at the 
College of Sens, at the age of seventeen, Thénard came to 
Paris and entered the laboratory of, first Vauquelin, and then 
of Fourcroy, the celebrated chemists of that day. Chemistry at 
that time, the end of last century, was in the infancy of that 
new life breathed intoit by Lavoisier. After having established 
the doctrine of the simple and compound nature of bodies, 
Lavoisier had shown that in order to reach the real basis of 
chemistry, it was necessary to ascertain what were elementary 
and incapable of decomposition. ‘‘ The indecomposible” thus 
became the philosopher’s stone of the modern savants, and this 
stone is all the more precious because upon it, as a foundation, 
reposes the whole edifice of chemistry. Thénard commenced 


his chemical labours in real earnest towards the oe. of | 


this century, and for more than fifty years devoted whole 
energy to science. In co-operation with Gay-Lussac, he fol- 
lowed in the wake of Davy, and cleared up many of the diffi- 
culties still connected with the extraction of the metallic ele- 
ments. His lectures at the Polytechnic School, at the Faculty 
of Sciences, and at the College of France, were largely attended; 
and as a teicher, his method of instruction, combined with a 
peculiarly happy talent for manipulation, made him remark- 
ably popular. Although he has been accused of harshness to 
his inferiors, almost every act of his life disproved this first im- 
pression of his character, When, as chemica! demonstrator at 
the Ecole Polytechnique, he received his first half year’s salary 
of 600 francs, a large sum for the poor professor at the outset 
of his career, the use he made of his first earnings was, to send 
the whole to the poor village curé who had directed his early 


studies. One of the last acts of his life was likewise a work 
of bounty—namely, the creation and endowment of a charitable 
fund for scientific labourers, and to this work he devoted all 
his energy and thought. He di hénoured by 
| all at the age of 84, in July, 2 The° ical obituary of 
France during the last four weeks has been unwontedly crowded, 
| and the hand of death has been unusually busy in this capital. 
The hospital staff has experienced two very great losses : such 
men as Robert, late surgeon of the Hétel Dieu, and Jamain, 
| author of several surgical works, can ill be spared, and their 
| loss leaves a gap in the ranks not easily filled up. 
At the Academy of Sciences several of considerable 
| medical interest have been brought forward. In one, M. Del- 
_bruck, after referring to the well-known physiological fact, 
| that animals require a far smaller supply of air during sleep 
than when awake, reasons that the natural method for the pro- 
duction of sleep is the diminution of the quantity of air respired. 
| In another, the operation of evacuating the aqueous humour is 
| extolled by M. Sperino, of Turin, as a panacea. ‘* Not only,” 
| says thie surgeon, ‘‘ do I recommend this practice in cataract, 
| dropsy, and inflammation of the eye, buat also in glaucomas, 
| staphyloma, choroiditis, and the different kinds of amaurosis,” 
| Paris, December 23, 1862. 
— —_ 
THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sitr,—In your article on the Army Medical Department in 
| last week’s number you refer to me in terms which cannot be 

mistaken, It is not for me to enter into the merits of the case 
as regards myself, though I earnestly hope the true facts may 
| be made public; but, in fairness to the present Director- 
| General, I cannot refrain from stating that my commission has 
| been antedated to the time when I first entered the service as 
| acting assistant-surgeon (ride General Orders, Head-quarters 
| of the Army in the East, Feb, 13th, 1855), in conformity with 
|@ promise made by the late Mr. Alexander, and directed to be 
| carried into effect by the late Lord Herbert whenever I should 
have passed the usual competitive examinations, 

I trust in your sense of justice that you will insert the fore- 
going statement in your next number, in answer to that portion 
of your article in which you try to fix the blame of an alleged 
injustice on the present head of the Army Medical Department, 

am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
E. Becner, M.D., M.R.C.S., 

Chatham, Dec. 2st, 1862. Staff Assistant-surgeon, 

*,* We publish Dr. Becher’s communication with much plea- 
sure; but whatever may have been the promises made to him, 
there can be no doubt that his appointment (with the ante- 
dating of his commission to a period when he was not qualified 
to be gazetted as an assistant-surgeon to the forces) is in direct 
violation of the Warrant of October, 1858. There cannot be a 
question that our correspondent is beyond the age at which 
candidates are permitted to enter the medical service of the 
army ; and it appears to us extremely detrimental to the in- 
terests of the department that the terms of this Warrant should 
be thus negatived and thrust aside, Those gentlemen who 
| gained admission into the service during and since 1858, have 
| entered with the conviction that the regulations of the Warrant 
| would be completely acted up to; and it is a singularly im- 
politic measure to place any one who has been engaged in re- 
munerative civil employ during a series of years over the heads 
of assistant-surgeons who have been serving their country in a 
more legitimate capacity. As regards Dr. Becher’s promotion 
(for we can call it nothing else), we know that a wide feeling 
of dissatisfaction on this subject exists amongst the army assis- 
tant-surgeons generally.—Ep, L. 








InvaLipine 1n THE Army.—In consequence of the 
official inquiry instituted and presided over by Sir 
Richard Dacres at Woolwich in the early part of last month, 
when it was complained that the medical authorities had 
bronght forward for discharge from the service an unusual 
number of invalids who were in a very bad state of health, it 
has been decided that in future a thorough inspection of the 
invalids shall be made by the general commanding the dis- 
| trict, and their discharge sanctioned by his verification. “Many 
ane have since been discharged in accordance with. this 

ecis10n. 
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As the resting traveller lingers upon a height to look back 
upon the scenes he has passed through, so the literary labourer 
finds frem time to time pleasure and profit in looking back 
upon the stores of knowledge that have accumulated under his 
hand. Before entering upon a new year of fresh enterprise 
and daily-recurring toil, we willingly pause to glance over the 
work already achieved. The index will serve as a faithful 
adjutor memoria, No reader who will take the trouble to run 
his eye over the long columns of headings which record the 
contents of the volume of Tue Lancer closed with this | 
number can fail to be impressed with a vivid sense of the vast- 
ness of the number of clinical facts recorded, of che value of 
the scientific disquisitions, and of the interest and importance 
of the social and political topics set forth and discussed. The 
index is, indeed, richly suggestive. It tells of the astonishing 
activity that animates all classes of the medical profession ; of 
the rapid progress of medical science ; of the increasing stores 
of well-observed and tested facts ; of the changes which Time 
brings in the personal constitution of our profession, and in its | 
political relations, To enumerate even the scientific gains of | 
the half year that is closing would be to repeat a great portion 
of the index, But we think it useful to recall some of the chief 
topies of political interest to the medical profession which have 
been brought under discussion. 

In the first place, we refer with special satisfaction—tinged 
indeed with a shadow cast by memory—to the triumphant 
election of a Medical Practitioner as the successor of the 
founder of this Journal, as Coroner for Central Middlesex. In 
this contest, the power of the Medical Profession, when united 
in a right cause, was most emphatically demonstrated. The 
influence of the Medical Profession upon public opinion was 
never more strikingly manifested. We believe that the conduct 
of Dr. LAwxesrer since his accession to office, has amply justi- 
fied the profession in the estimation of the public, and that his 
example will afford another cogent illustration of the truth of 
the principle for which, in the interest of the people as well as 
our own, this Journal has so long and successfally contended. 

Neither the Medical Act, to which so many looked with 
hope, nor its executive, the Medical Council, has done much 
during the last six months. The Medical Council, indeed, so 
far from gaining in popular strength or in professional influence, 
has suffered a material shock from intestine discord. Repre- 
senting, as it unfortunately does too largely, the governing 
bodies of our corporations, the broad interests of the mass of 
the profession have been too much disregarded. The supposed 
vival interests of corporate bodies have occupied the main at- 
tention of the Council. The prominent question has too often 
been how to procure the passing of regulations that should 
secure an advantage to this or to that College, by facilitating 
the atcess of candidates for diplomas, and so to augment its 
veyenues, The rebellion of the Council of the College of Sur- 
geous of England against the General Medical Council has 








resulted in inflicting the most damaging blow to the authority 


of a body created for the express purpose of introducing 
harmony of feeling and uniformity of action amongst all the 
medical corporate bodies. This authority, we fear, will not be 
easily regained. Sitting in secret, jealously excluding observa- 
tion from without, it acts often in ignorance of the condition 
and sentiments of the profession in whose interest it professes 
to legislate, and always without that sense of individual re- 
sponsibility and of corporate consistency which are the attri- 
butes of bodies sitting and discussing coram publico. The 
Medical Council have wantonly thrown away that strength 
which public confidence alone cin give. Their reward is, 
that they are a prey to faction, and that their powers are 
wrested from them by selfish corporations. The Medical 
Register is deprived of more than half its possible use- 
fulness because the Council have hitherto failed to ensure 
for this State-list due publicity and accessibility. It is a 
small matter for a medical practitioner to see the book, and 
to read his name duly recorded therein. The object is to make 
the Register a public document, to secure it a place in every 
magistrate’s library, in every public institution ; to render it, 
in short, an instrument for enlightening the public mind, a 
guide to the administration of the law, and a ready indication 
to the people to discriminate between skilled and spurious 
medical practitioners. 

The other work entrusted to the Medical Council —the 
British Pharmacopceia—has not appeared. Whether we shall 
have the opportunity of recording its publication before we 
again sum up a half-year’s labours, is uncertain, A note, how- 
ever, of its approach has been sounded that has made a dis- 
agreeable impression. We allude to the little scandal created 
amongst the druggists by the apparent favour shown to some 
of their body, by the premature and exclusive disclosure of 
some of the preparations described in the forthcoming work. 

The British Medical Association has held its annual meeting. 
We had occasion to give a practical rebuke to the ridiculous 
arrogance of a party which assumed an exclusive right of pro- 
perty in the mental labours of those eminent men who con- 
tributed addresses and papers to the Society. The British 
Medical Association, like every other body professing scientific 
and public objects, will henceforth recognise the necessity of 
acting under the eye of the press. It will not again commit 
the absurd mistake of supposing that these objects can be 
attained by confining a knowledge of its labours to that section 
of its own members who alone read the record of their own 
doings in the little publication devoted to that purpose. 

A great principle, fruitful, we believe, of good to the public 
as well as to the profession, has been vindicated by this journal 
alone of all the medical press, in the defeat of the little oli- 
garchy which fortune placed in control over St. Thomas's Hos- 
pital. That noble charity will remain a metropolitan hospital. 
Its magnificent endowments will not be filched from the labour- 
ing poor of Southwark in order to construct a fancy convales- 
cent sanitarium in the country, The questicn: arising oatof the 
contest are not yet exhausted. The history of the long series 
of deplorable blunders which involved the demolition of the 
hospital, and the temporary curtailment of its benefi’s, will 
entail a rigorous inquiry into the constitution of the governent 
bodies of the great endowed hospitals, which may end im im 
portant reforms, 

We cannot close our retrospect without casting one lon zing, 
lingeting look behiad upon the ed of that great man who 

co 
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by his noble character, his brilliant endowments, and his un- 
surpassed scientific acquirements, shed a pure lustre upon the 
profession to which he belonged, and did so much to elevate 
our body in public esteem and influence. The death of Sir 
Bexsamin Bronte is indeed a heavy loss to the medical profes 
sion. Our consolation is, that the good such men as Brop1e 
do lives after them, His labours and his example will long 
continue to animate his successors; they will be a new tradi- 
tion for the medical profession, to excite to scientific toil, and 
to cultivate that tone of moral elevation which best becomes 
the student of Nature working for the benefit of his fellow- 
creatures, 


—i 
—~<- 





Av the commencement of the present year a Committee was 
formed in Dublin for the purpose of arranging public meetings, 
at which attention should be drawn to the necessity that 
exists for sanitary reform, and to determine the best method 
of registering the births and deaths of the city. We have 
many times strongly commented upon the necessity of a regis 





tration for Ireland. Six months ago we urged that no more time 
should be lost in legislating upon the matter, as such delay was 
simply depriving the Irish people of a most important source of 
improvement in their moral and sanitary conditions, But here | 
we are at the close of another year, and Ireland still continues 
without it! Since 1836 England has possessed a system of regis- 
tration, and Scotland has enjoyed a like advantage from the 
year 1854. But, although repeated efforts have been made by 
successive Chief Secretaries for the last fifteen years, no such 
measure has yet been obtained for Ireland. And why is 
this? We are told" that persons of all shades of politics see | 
the necessity of extending the law in question to the sister isle; 
that numerous examples might be given of persons having died 
in other lands, leaving their property to relatives in Ireland, 
and the heirs to their substance have not been in a position to 
substantiate their claims from the absence of any means of 
proving their relation to the deceased. 

In a sanitary point of view, too, matters are as bad. The 
rate of mortality is high, often excessively so, and yet there-is 
no way of legally proving such to be the case from the want of 
an efficient system of death registration. As Dr. Barry well 
observes, it is not so much the mfany that are born as the few | 








eight or ten children huddled together, without the slightest 
regard to decency. Mr. Rogiyson gives us actual numbers, 
and states that upon taking 134 of the worst streets, he found 
2102 houses occupied as tenements, containing 11,214 rooms, 
14,850 beds, and 40,319 persons, From a return made in the 
year 1855, we learn that to a square of eight houses there was 
but one yard, and that in this ‘‘a sort of stye’’ was erected, in 
which were huddled a man and two women. Two rooms else- 
where contained 13 persons, who indicated every appearance 
of vital prostration, Can we wonder at it? Let us listen to 
Dr, BARRY :— 


‘*In many abodes that I have professionally visited, no beds 
or furniture suitable for the most ordinary domestic offices 
were to be found; wretched creatures paying ls. per week for 
their miserable room, and sub-letting three of the four corners 
at 3d. to their more poverty-stricken visitors, the bedding of 
all consisting of decayed litter, which would be rejected from 
the stable as unfit for horses to repose on. So stifling is the 
air that a candle burns blue; the necessity for artificial light 
to examine a patient frequently exists at noonday ; nor is there 
any means of ventilation to improve this fearful atmosphere : 
the odour is abominable. All filth that may accumulate from 
morning to night must remain upon the premises, there being 
no dust-pit to deposit it in; and if thrown into the street 
during the day, the house is fined. Each morning the scaven- 
gers that go round the poorer streets and lanes have an amount 
of animal matter to remove quite incredible.” 


As to the consequences of this state of things, are they more 
surprising than the things themselves? Dublin, not naturally 
insalubrious, has been calculated to have in the best neighbour- 
hoods a mortality of about one in 142; but in such places 
as we have described, the death-rate, it is assumed, rises to 


| one in forty-two! But where are readily obtainable statistical 


proofs, which would at once show that the mortality is three 
or four times greater in those districts of the city where the 
houses are overcrowded, the ventilation defective, the water- 
supply bad, and the air impure both within and without? 
They are entirely wanting ; for the only thing that can supply 
them against all cavillers is a scientific system of general regis- 
tration. And not only is this necessary for general sanitary 
legislation, but the daily welfare of the city is dependent upon 
very frequent returns being made by the officers appointed to 


: ‘ : ‘ ~ | carry it into force, Too much stress cannot be laid upon a 
who die that a popelation, and mortality necessarily | point towards which Dr. Barry prominently directs attention. 
follows the rate of sickness. And in these days of statistics A mere annual abstract of the registers, as has been p i 
and numerical precision, definite and incontrovertible proofs | for Ireland, will not be sufficient. A weekly return of the 


are properly demanded of a nation’s rates of disease and mor- | 51.4. of public health must be published for Dublin, as it is for 
- tality. From Ireland how can we procure them? They can ppm 


only be inferred from the individual experiences of medical and | 
other hygienic investigators, Such as these are, however, 
they sufficiently indicate what would be the result of an 
actual registration. ‘‘ Within an area of fifteen feet,” says 
one writer (Mr. Wittis) upon Irish tenements, “‘the food 
“‘of the poor creatures had to be prepared; within that 
**space they had to eat, drink, strip, dress, and sleep.” 
In cases of sickness the patient must of necessity be exposed to 
the greatest inconvenience, and when death releases one of the 
unfortanate inmates, the corpse must remain in the room, Dr. 


As Dr. Barry remarks, this is a point of the very 
first importance in a sanitary point of view. ‘In London, 
** attention is at once directed, while the evil exists, to exces- 
‘sive mortality or undue prevalence of any particular disease ; 
‘*in Dublin, we have no means of ascertaining the evil until 
**the mischief is done.” The Dublin Committee, as we before 
observed, have discussed this subject, and have moreover ap- 
pointed some of their number to report upon the clauses of the 
Bill proposed to be introduced by Sir Ropert Peet in reference 
| to a system of registration for Ireland. With respect to them, 

it was decided, amongst other things, that the em ent of 
Raster informs us that in familice earning as much as thirty | the constabulary dh vidal siti as se would 
shillings per week, we may see the father, mother, and perhaps | ,,, hizhly objectionable, and that weekly returns of the state 

* Registration of Births and Deaths in Ireland By J. M. Barry, MD. of health should be made, His Excellency the Lord- Lieutenant 
Dublin; O'Toole and Son. 1862. has been pleased to receive a deputation of the Sanitary Com- 
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mittee and delegates from the various trade societies of Dublin 
in connexion with the subject, and to promise that the im) or 
tant points alluded to should receive due consideration, 

It is now time, then, that attention should be again directed 
to Ireland’s necessities ; and the thanks of the people of Dablin 
are due to Dr, Barry for thus opportunely recalling to mind 
its sanitary deficiencies, 

We had just written the above, when we were given to 
understand that the most influential members of the Medical 
Association of Ireland had requested by public advertisement 
the President of the Association, Dr. Joun Jaco, to call a 
“public meeting of the physicians and surgeons of Ireland, at 
“some central point, to take into consideration the provisions 
“necessary to render a Bill for the Registration of Births, 
‘* Deaths, and Diseases satisfactory to the profession, and efli- 
“‘ cient, not only for accurate enumeration, but also for sanitary 
‘“‘and scientific purposes, to discuss the amendments required 
‘in the Medical Charities and Vaccination Acts of Ireland, and 
‘*to consider other legislative measures likely to come before 
‘‘ Parliament in the next session affecting the interests of our 
‘* profession.”” The President has convened a meeting at the 
Limerick Junction for Tuesday, the 30th proximo. 





HALL VERSUS SEMPLE. 


Some high legal authorities consider that the questions in- 
volved in this case have been by no means settled by the 
verdict of the jury, and it has been recommended that an 
appeal should be made to the Court of Error. But in the case 
of a private individual such a course involves so much expense, 
as well as anxiety, that we doubt whether Dr. Semple can, 
alone and unaided, risk the proceeding. The costs already, 
we understand, are enormous, and out of all proportion to 
the damages; but we are glad to learn that Dr. Semple has 
received much sympathy at the hands of his professional 
brethren, 





DEATH OF DR. ROBERT KNOX. 


Tuts highly-respected and distinguished anatomist died from 
apoplexy, after ten days’ illness, on the 20th inst., at Hackney. 


Having of late years devoted himself chiefly to literary pursuits, | 


he has probably been almost forgotten by many of his old 
pupils, These gentlemen, however, will be reminced by the 
present notice of one of the most popular and enthusiastic 
teachers of the Edinburgh School. Asa lecturer, he has 
doubtless outlived his fame; but his numerous writings will 
long be studied, and will cause his name to be held in just 
esteem. 
never forget the vast fund of information with which his mind 
was stored, his earnestness of purpose, and his love of truth. 
In our next number we shall give a biographical sketch of this 
gentleman. 





MEDICAL CERTIFICATES IN LUNACY. 


As the case of Hall v, Semple would appear to have led to a 
widely prevalent impression that there is much and dangerous 
laxity in the filling up of medical certiticates of lunacy, and 
that it would be well that these should be subjected to more 
stringent legislation, it is highly important to note a fact, 
which, strangely enough, appears to have escaped the memory of 
the entire metropolitan press —to wit, that the whole subject 
of these certificates was carefully examined and reported upon 
by the Parliamentary Committee on Lunatics, which terminated 


The few who had the privilege of knowing him can | 





its sittings in 1860, This Committee, in the prolonged inquiry 
which it conductei,—and which, in fact, extended over three 
sessions of Parliament,—brought clearly and conclusively to 
light the important fact, that there was no solid foundation 
for the popular belief that medical certificates of lunacy were 
often given on insufficient grounds, or that they were at times 
made use of for nefarious purposgs, or that the liberty of the 
subject was exposed to undue risk from their use. The Com- 
mittee, however, listened to and discussed every suggestion 
offered to them, and their Report upon the subject appears to 
us to exhaust all that can be said or suggested upon present or 
future legislation in respect to the questions which the case of 
Hall v. Semple has again brought into prominence, The sug- 
gestions of the Committee concerning the renewal of certi- 
ticates, the earlier transmission of the original documents to the 
Commissioners in Lunacy, and the order authorizing contine- 
ment, have already been carried into effect; and if public 
opinion should render further legislation necessary when Par- 
liament next meets, Mr. Bolden’s suggestion would seem to 
meet every reasonable requirement. We quote the conclusions 
and suggestions of the Committee in full :— 

. ‘* It has been suggested that in all cases the alleged lunatic, 
before he is confined, should, as a matter of right, be entitled 
| to have his case tried and decided by some magistrate ; or, as 
it has been proposed in a more mitigated form, that the medi- 
cal certificates of the alleged insanity should be inspected and 
verified before a magistrate; and that ifthe magistrate was 
not satisfied with them, he should have the power of inquir- 
ing into the truth of the statement made, and of the neces- 
sity of the intended confinement. The exact nature of the 
former proposition, and the principal reasons upon which it is 
| founded, are explained at length in the Second Report, in 
| answer to question 179. The latter proposition would tend to 

assimilate the law of England to the law at present existing 

in Scotland. There, the certificates, with a statement regard- 
| ing the case, signed by a relation of the party desiring the 
| confinement, are sent to the sheriff of the county (the sheriff 
| in Scotland being a judicial officer), who has to satisfy him- 
self, either upon the mere examination of the pertios, or, if he 
| thinks reese, by a personal examination of the alleged luna- 

tic, or by calling other evidence, that the alleged lunatic is a 
proper rere to be detained and taken care of. e reasons 
assigned in favour of this proposition are thus stated by the 
witness in reply to the question, ‘What evils would the 
course you recommend obviate?” The answer is, ‘I think it 
would give greater security to the public, instead of having an 
examination after the confinement in an asylum, when the mis- 
chief has been done. If you once place a person in an asylum, 
| there is a certain stigma which attaches to him, and which 
| he never gets rid of, and upon persons of weak nerves it has 
| & most prejudicial effect.’ > 
“The two suggestions thus offered to your Committee in- 
| volve a most important question. Bat it appears to your 
Committee, that if either of them were introduced and strictly 
| acted epon, they would be likely to produce still greater evils 
| than those w hich they profess to remedy. According to the 

evidence taken before your Committee, it is fully admitted that 
| ina very large majority of cases there is primd facie evidence 
| to justify the confinement. Indeed, it may be said that the 
instances are extremely rare in which, under the present law, 
the confinement is or has been unwarranted. If that be so, 
the evil of acting on the present law without inquiry before a 

magistrate is more imaginary than real. But the evils arising 
| from a change in thet law by insisting on inquiry when the 
| parties desired it, would often lead toan unnecessary publicity, 
which it is for the interest of the patient, as well as his family, 
if possible, to avoid. Insanity under any shape is so fearful 

a malady, that the desire to withdraw it from the observation 
| of the world is both natural and commendable. The reverse of 
| this would in all instances be painful, and in many it would 
| becrael. A man in business may become affected with tempo- 

rary insanity, brought on by over-exertion, mental anxiety, or 

physical ailment ; bat if he is early and properly treated, his 
| recovery may be as quick as his seizure was ~ What 
| could be more injurious than a public inquiry in such cases as 
these? Where the insanity was undisputed, the inquiry 
| would lead to no usefal result, though the knowledge of the 
malady mizht be seriously prejudicial to the future prospects 
of the patient and his family. But when it was disputed, it is 
unnecessary to dwell on various mischiefs which would 
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instantly result from it: such, for instance, as the agitations 
caused to the patient’s mind just at the moment when it was 
trembling on the balance ; the injurious comments which might 
sometimes be made on his character and conduct ; the unneces- 

exposure of private matters, which need not be brought, 


and whscb ought not to be brought, before the public gaze, if, | 


at least, it be possible to avoid it; the stigma or prejudice 
which might permanently attach to him and his children in the 
event of recovery ; and frequently, it may be added, the ar 
ous expense which such inquiries would entail, as they did in 
the case of Chancery lunatics, where inquisitions were required, 
until recently, to be held before a jury. Nor should it be for- 
gotten that the delay caused by reference to the istrate, 
with a 
case, might prevent or retard the immediate treatment which 
is so requisite for the patient, and thereby tend to aggravate 
the malady. It — also to be borne in mind that the sheriff 
in Scotland is a judicial officer and professionally conversant 
with legal matters, while a magistrate in England may have 


ible inquiry, to be instituted by him into the | 





little experience in those subjects which, according to this 
plan, he might be called upon to determine, For these reasons 


your Committee are disinclined to adopt these suggestions, No | 


doubt the conclusion thus arrived at introduces the further 
question, what then are the proper safeguards? For if there 


be even one person improperly contined, it is right to provide | 


the amplest protection which the law can afford in order to 
prevent so deplorable a result. — . 
“For providing this protection several things are neces- 

. In the first place, it is important that the medical cer- 
tificate should be clear in its statement, and accurately framed. 
The whole justification for the patient’s confinement depends 
on this document. The form of the certificate required by law 
appears to be sufficient ; but your Committee are of opinion 
that some additional security should be taken for ensuring its 
accuracy. It is sometimes imperfectly filled up, and the 
— is then placed under restraint on a document which 





oes not legally justify his detention. Mr. Bolden’s sugges- 
tion, that these certificates should be verified before a magis- 
trate, so far only as to enable him to determine whether the Act 
had been complied with, would probably tend to greater cau- | 
tion in this behalf. It would operate as a check on too hasty | 
a conclusion, and obviate the necessity of further examination, 
without impeding a proper confinement for the purposes of | 
cure, and without entailing that painful publicity which on ao | 
many accounts it is desirable to avoid. This suggestion, when 
thus considered, deserves to be attended to. In the second 
place, your Committee recommend that the certificate autho- | 
rizing the detention should be limited, in the first instance, 
to three months, and no more. It is now granted for an inde- | 
finite period; but if it were limited to three months in the | 
first instance, ‘the effect would be,’ as Lord Shaftesbury | 
observes, ‘to compel a revision of the case by the family or | 
friends ; the relations would be obliged to look again into the | 
matter, asthey would know, in all p~obability, if they did not 
do so, the patient would be retur pon their hands.’ In 
the third place, the order for r «ig the patient into the 
lum with which the medica! ~ tificates are accompanied, 
should state the time when the , <cson signing it had last seen 
the patient ; and such order should not be effective unless the 
applicant had himself seen the patient within three months of | 
his signing the order. A case has been brought to the notice 
of your Committee, where the party applying had not seen the 
tient for two years, and another where he had not seen him 
or six times that period. In the fourth place, a copy of the 
order and of the medical certificates upon which the patient is 
confined should be sent to the Commissioners within twenty- 
four hours, instead of within seven days, as at present, in order 
that their attention may be immediately called to any irregu- 
larity in these documents: and in the fifth place, the patient 
sh as soon as possible, be visited by the Commissioners, 
or by some persons acting directly under their authority ; so 
that the patient should have the fullest opportunity of stating 
his complaints, if he has any to make, and that if he should 
to be improperly confined, immediate means should be 
for his release. A provision of this kind has been some- 
times objected to by the proprietors of asylums, upon the 
nd that it implies suspicion and undue distrust. But the 
confinement of a is too serious a matter to allow any 
feeling of that kind to interfere with the protection which is 
due to the patient, Moreover, in those asylums which are 
well-conducted the proprietors have nothing whatever to fear, 
and asylums which are ill conducted ought to be controlled. 
Undoubtedly it is true that, as above shown, the cases in 





which persons have been improperly confined are extremely 


rare ; but one has happened within the last twelve months. 
In this case it turned out, when the facts were heard, that the 
supposed delusion was not a delusion, and the patient was re. 
leased as soon as visited by the Commissioners. But before 
that happened, the confinement had lasted for six weeks.” 
(pp. viii, —x. ) 











Correspondence. 
“ Audi eltequse poten.” 


THE BRITISH PHARMACOPGIA. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer, 


Str,—The long-delayed publication of the British Pharma- 
copeia seems to create much dissatisfaction amongst pharma- 
ceutists as well as the profession, Will you permit me to 
convey, through your pages, a suggestion to the compilers’? | 
assume that the new Pharmacopeeia will not differ from its 
predecessors in being merely a descriptive catalogue of sub- 
stances actually in use as remedies, together with the formu! 
deemed to be the best for their admixture and exhibition, In 
the first part there can ly be any ground for difference of 
opinion. If a substance is employed, there can be no difficulty 
in describing it by its scientific name, its physical properties 
and chemical reactions. If there is a diversity of opinion re- 
specting compounds, it is most likely confined to a few. 

What I weuld is, that through some 
channel we should be informed of the pro already made, 
the list of materia medica, and the form respecting which 
there is no discussion. Suppose these were made known 
through the pages of Tue Lancer. I can see no chance of 
injury accruing to anyone, while in many it would be 
a boon tous, It would scarcely affect the sale of the entire 
work when finished. It would enable druggists to introduce 
gradually the change in their stock which otherwise must be 
effected suddenly and altogether. If there are any new reme- 
dies to be introduced, or any improved preparations to be 
described, why should the profession and the public be so long 
precluded from benefiting by them ? 

I think this hint might be properly acted on, and the Medical 
Council memorialized, or what, perhaps, would be more in- 
fluential, the Home Secretary applied to, and this common- 
sense view of the matter brought under his notice. 

If, contrary to expectation, nothing can be agreed upon by 
the Committee, why not submit the questiens and opinions under 
discussion to the whole profession, and seek for iuformation 
where it is sure to be found ? 

It has been alleged that the Medical Council contemplate 
applying to Parliament to enforce the adoption of their formule. 
It is to be h this is fabulous. Surely there has been 
enough of legal enactments. If it is intended to attempt to 
fetter us in this matter, it will do more to foster irregular prac- 
tice than anything that could be devised. I do not be- 
lieve that our countrymen will sympathize with us as a class if 
we submit to be enslaved ourselves. 

lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 


December, 1862, G. 





DIAGNOSIS OF PANCREATIC DISEASE. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Str,—The reviewer, in the number of your journal fur De- 
cember 13th (p. 652), in noticing the ‘‘ Transactions of the 
Pathological Society,” has gone out of his way, I think, for the 
ena of criticising a case of Scirrhous E ment of the 

‘ancreas (p. 124), which, he says, ‘‘ reminds him of the play of 
‘ Hamlet’ with the part of Hamlet left out,” &c. 

If the subject were not one of great interest, I should not, 
perhaps, be justified in noticing any critique in Tag Lancer ; 
but you will, perhaps, allow me to ask the reviewer, or any of 
your readers, how enlargement or other disease of the pancreas 
can be correctly diagnosed? My impression is, from the exa- 
mination of a great number of recorded cases, that fatty stools 
are but rarely met with, and, when present, do not always 
indicate pancreatic lesion. During the resent year, a case 
was related at the Society (‘‘ Proceedings,” 


p. 119) of complete 
obstruction of the bile and pancreatic ducts, When the case 
was brought before the Society, the fatty stools were said to 
indicate pancreatic disease or obstruction of the duct; but as 
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patient had taken cod-liver oil, I inquired whether this 
tern, rise to the fatty matter in the stools ; 
a as the case is now reported, ‘* it turned oul to be a fish 


otl—cod-liver oil modified,—nothing being left but the margaric 
and stearic acids,” 


If any of your ae ents can give practical information 
upon - subject of soaceatis disease, [ think the 
of Tue coe will be preabl occupied. ‘cal, and 

an 


am far from 
= ete berg of ~ but PS oe T have lived long 
en now e experien e and prac uw 
ment are often more to be depended u Badge ~ spond ona 
to have been the fact in the instance in question, 
told me some months before the patient's death 
that he believed it was a case of disease of the pancreas. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
King’s-parade, Chelsea, Dec. 1862. Epwarps Crisp, M.D. 
"," The reviewer in question does not venture an opinion as 
to whether ‘‘enlargement or other disease of the pancreas can 
be correctly diagnosed.” He shows that while stress is laid 
by the reporter of the case upon ‘‘ the character of the jaun- 
dice” as affording such means for diagnosis, he nevertheless fails 
to point out in what this character consists,—Svuz-Ep. L. 


~ 








WALTERS AND ANOTHER VERSUS LUSH. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


Srr,—Mr. Lash’s letter in your last number being clearly 
libellous, I presume we will not object, notwithstanding —_ r | 
notice not to insert on the subject, to 
print the following short extracts of letters from Dr. Young | 
and ey A “ar I wrote on the subject. It is with their | 

1. From Mr. Lush to myself:—“ By the sentence as it stands | 
i did not, and do not, mean to endorse the sentiments of Dr. | 
You The ‘ sufficient reasons’ are his, not mine.” 

2. Dr. Young to Mr. Lush :—‘* My dislike to their way | 
of doing business conveys no imputation on the firm i in Pomp- | 
court ; it certainly never was intended to do so by me.” 

negyrical apcouegee the italics are not | 

I thought there must be some e, now happily 

cleared up p;_as I was em enpaees ty De. Young up to the time of 

his leaving England, and this agency is (~ unrevoked. I was 
neuseandll in the matter, and ‘ 


T am, Sir, your cbedioat ocr servant, 
Temple, Dec. 22nd, 1862. B. W. Lara. 








DR. RADCLIFFE’S LECTURES AT THE ROYAL | 
COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON. 





Tue sixth and seventh lectures of this series, delivered on | 
the llth and 15th inst. respectively, were devoted to a con- | 
sideration of epileptiform and spasmodic disorders, 

This course of lectures will be published in the forthcoming 
volumes of Tue Lancer. 








THE 
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Tue following is the list of contributions to the present 
time :— 

The Proprietors of Tat Lancer £100 0 0 

Dr. Watson, President of the College of 
Physicians és 

James Luke, Esq., President of the College 
of Surgeons. 

Dr. Babington, President of the Royal Me- 
dical and Chiraurgical Society... : 

George Oritchett, Esq., President of the 
Hanterian Society .. 

Dr. F. Sibson, President of the “Medical 
Society of London _.... 

Sir J. Ranald Martin, C.B., Physician ¢ to 
the Council of India ‘ 

Ernest Hart, Esq. 


5 0 0 
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Dr. Barnes .. 

J. F. Clarke, Esq. 

J. N. Radcliffe, Esq. 
Messrs. Spalding and Hodge 
T. T. W. Bennett, Esq. 
Thomas Westlake, Esq. .... _ oe 
(2nd Contribution) 
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Ditto 
Dr. Wingate Johnston 
Dr. Collins 
H. W. Kiallmark, Ex. 
Dr. Hassall ... 
Dr. Townley... be 
I. Baker omg Esa. 
Dr. Basham . 
Dr. Gibb 
Dr. Tucker 
Dr. Waller Lewis... 
Messrs. Bunce and Geoves, Woodford 
Dr. Purvis, Blackheath 
E. G. (Weekly, 2nd Sub.) ... ~_ 
Frederick Wildbore, Esq., Brighton 
B. W. H., a Fox-hunter 
The Compositors sang ay on Tae Lancer 
Robert Ellis, Esq. 
G, 8. Smith, Esq. 
Dr. Riding 
J. Hilton, Esq. 
Dr. Fuller... 
Dr. Badgley, Great Malvern 
Dr. H. Weber a. 
Dr. Sutro_... 
e, W. Cooper, Snaresbrook 
. T. Dale, Esq. : 
nd C. Radclyffe Hall 
Dr. Protheroe Smith 
Dr. Gull a 3 a “ 
T. M. Beaumont, Esq., Knuresberough .. 
Westminster Monthly Meeting, Society 
of Friends (per Dr. Hodgkin) ... . 
Arthur M. A’Beckett, Esq., Surbiton 
R, J, Hansard, Esq. 
J. N. Tomkins, Esq. 
Dr, Walter Bryant .. ‘ 
Dr. T. A. Hendereen, Ramegate e 
Dr. Herbert Barker, Bedford sts 
Miss Barker, Bedford (from a shilling « a- 
week fand) 
Dr. Forbes Winslow ue al i 
Dr. Rogers, Dean-street ... 1 
Subseriptions will be received on escoutt of the ‘* Lancashire 
Distress Fund” at the London and Westminster Bank, 
(St. ae Srey or at Tae Lancer Office. 
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~ University Cottzes Sropents’ ‘Camistiax Assocra- 
T1on.—On Friday evening, the 19th See a 
the ere was held i the Lecture-room, 

t's “Park Cc 

poong 4 exactly t ve months previously. The chair having 

been taken at eight © o'clock by Pr Professor Malden, A.M. 
Rev. Dr, Hoppus offered ees The secretary, Mr. Coxeter, 
then read the minutes of the Society, after which short 
addresses were delivered by the President, Mr. C. Read, Pro- 
fessor Hoppus, Dr. Hare, Dr. Edward Ellis, Mr. W. Scarnell 
Lean, Mr. Bompas, M.A., and others, Aboat forty students 
meat ey oes “ pl be bed felt seiee presen 
ex very great pleasure in 

at such a meeting, and wy that the Society would 


et ae prosperous. 
nearly fifty members, com 
ties of Medicine 


ceevatan has for its objects the conversational study of the 
pan ty and it also =~ to new students, 

who are strangers in on, an opportunit 
oO and good and useful friendships. ’ 
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MEDICAL NEWS, 


DecempBEr 27, 1862. 








Hedical Hews, 


Royat Cottrer or Prysictans or Lonpon.—At the 
ordinary general meeting of the Fellows, held on Monday, the 
22nd inst,, the following gentlemen, having undergone the 
necessary examination, were duly admitted Members of the 
College :— 

Cayley, William, M.D., Old Burlington-street, 

ee Henry eae te a e~o > 
ontgomery, Laws ° e . 

Pearl, Geofitey, M.D, Vistovisratreet, Wectmineter, _ 

Thompson, Edmund Symes, M.D., Upper George-st., Portman-sq. 

Tonge, Morris, M.B., Lancaster-terrace, Hyde-park-gardens. 

Tuckwell, Henry Matthews, M.B., Oxford, 

At the same meeting, the following gentleman, having under- 
gone the necessary examination, and satisfied the College of his 
proficiency in the Science and Practice of Medicine, Surgery, 
and Midwifery, was duly admitted to practise Physic as a 
Licentiate of the College :— 

Nicholson, Edmund Cutis, Dublin. 


Apornecantzs’ Hatt.—The following gentlemen passed 
their examination in the Science and Practice of Medicine, and 
received certificates to practise, on the 18th inst. :— 

Deans, John, St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Douglass, George, Gateshead-on-Tyne. 
Evers, Charles, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
Foster, Balthazar Walter, Queen’s College, Birmingham. 
Lyell, Henry, Guy’s Hospital. 
allam, Henry Parr, Oxford, 
Pearce, Francis Drake, Kingsbridge, Devon. 
Pointer, George Augustus, Camden-town. 

The following geutlemen also on the same day passed their 

first examination: — 
Burrell, Edwin, Guy’s Hospital. 
Haigh, Thomas Hinchliffe, Leeds, 
M‘Nair, Frederick, Guy’s Hospital. 
Sntton, Frederick, do. 
Wey, William John, Middlesex Hospital, 


Prarmacevticat Socrery or Great Bartarn. — The 
following gentlemen passed the Major Examination as Pharma- 
ceutical Chemists on the 17th inst.:—John Bray, Crediton ; 
Samuel C. Hardy, Birmingham ; Joseph Ince, London ; John 


Edwards Jones, Cardigan; Henry William Stevens, Colchester; | 


Alfred Utley, London. 


American Sotprers 1n Hosprtat.—Official documents 
show that in the various hospitals there are no less than 130,000 
men. 

Heattn or Parts. — More than usual sickness is re- 
marked in Paris at present, which is attributed to sudden 
changes of temperature, 

Tzstrmontat to C. Rosprnsoyn, Esq., F.R.C.S.— A 
hundred-guinea binocular microseope (by Smith, Beck, & Beck), 
a cabinet for microscopic objects, a silver tea and coffee service, 
and a silver inkstand, have been presented to Mr. Robinson, 
on his leaving Edgware, by his friends and patients, in acknow- 
ledgment of twenty years’ skilful professional services accom- 
panied with unwearied kindness, and in testimony of his private 
worth. 

GLascow 


Sovrfern Mepicat Socigty. — At the 


eighteenth annual meeting of this Society, held on the 4th inst., | 


the following gentlemen were elected office-bearers for the en- 


suing session :—President, Dr. James Stewart; Vice-President, | 


Mr, Edward M‘Millan ; ‘treasurer, Dr. H. R. Howatt; Secre- 
tary, Mr. R. T. Paton; Seal- Keeper, 


Dr. James Morton, Dr. James Stewart. Officer, T, Robinson. 


Pavrer Lusatics anp the Lusacy AMENDMENT Act. 
—The Poor-law Board have addressed a circular to the Boards 
of Guardians calling their attention to the Lunacy Amendment 
Act, and enumerating the principal provisioas of the Act with 
reference to the duties of medical and other officers and the 
admission of lunatics into asylums, &c. 


Artemrt To Braise a Surckon.—An inquest was opened 
on Monday, at Limehouse, by Mr, Walthew, on the body of a 
youth named Curtis, who was supposed to have been murdered 
on board ship under circumstances of great atrocity. Mr. Wm, 
Giles had been called on to give the usual certificate of death, 
but having strong suspicions in the case, he refused. The cap- 
tain of the vessel, desirous of suppressing the evidence of Mr. 
Giles, offered a bribe to him to abetaia from giving evidence on 


Dr. R. T. Corbett.— | 
Court - Medical: Dr, H. R. Howatt (convener), Dr. Dunbar, | 


= 
Lancasnirg Furp.—The students of St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital have subscribed amongst themselves the handsome 
sum of £38 arenes the or Ft This is a —_ act, 
which has been also performed by the emen at Guy's, and 
is worthy of imitation at all the lange hospital schools of the 
metropolis, 

Gey'’s Hosprrat Prizes.—On Saturday, the 20th inst., 
the treasurer, Mr. Thomas Turner, in the presence of the 
medical and surgical staff and lecturers, awarded the gold 
medals, prizes, and honorary certificates to the successful stu- 
dents at the recent examinations, The following is the list of 
names :—- 

Third-year’s students: Thomas Stevenson, Bradford —the 
treasurer's gold medal for clinical medicine; Julius St. Thomas 
Clarke, Leicester—second prize, £35. 

Second-year’s students: Robert Thomas Nichols, Rother- 
hithe—first prize, £35; Frederick Long, East Dereham, Nor- 
folk—second a £30. Reginald Pars 

First-year’s students: i Eager, Guildford —first prize, 
£30; Henry Greenaway Howse, Reading—second prize, £25 ; 
George Henry Savage, Brighton—third prize, £10 10s, (pre- 
sented by one of the governors); George Paddon, Hitchin, 
Herts—honorary certificate ; John Augustus Ball, Stradbroke, 
Suffolk—honorary certificate ; Frederick Crowdy, Newbury— 
honorary certificate, 

Entrance examination in classics, mathematics, &c.: Wil- 
liam Arthur Brailey—first prize, £25; no second prize awarded ; 
Geo. R. Raine—third prize, £15; Henry Morris—prize, £10. 

Conversazioyg at Gry’s Hosprrat.—On the 23rd 
inst. a very large number of ladies and gentlemen were present 
at a conversazione at Guy’s Hospital, given by the treesurer. 
Many very beautiful objects were exhibited. a number of 
chemical experiments performed, and several discourses de- 
livered on spectrum analysis, Amongst the company present, 
| we noticed the Lord Mayor. 

Mepicat Atrespawts on Parxcass Atice.— Dr. 

| Arthur Farre is as in conjunction with Sir Charlies 

Locock, to attend Princess Alice in her confinement, which is 
expected to take place in April next. 


Apiot, A Supstitvte ror Quixixz. — MM. Joret 
| and Homolle have presented to the Society of Pharmacy at 
| Paris a new remedy, to which they have given the name apiol, 

and which they claim to have the medicinal properties of Peru- 
vian bark. The new product is obtained from parsley 
seeds, the mode of preparation of which they have appended 
to their report. 


Anniversary Meerine o7 THE AcapEMy oF MEDICINE 

or Parts.—On the 9th inst., the usual anniversary meeting of 

| this Academy took place for the purpose of the distribution of 
prizes and the delivery of a panegyric discourse on some de- 
parted member of the Academy. This year the life secretary, 
M. Dubois, had made choice of the t chemical philosopher 
Thénard, and departed from his habit of sharp criticism on the 
dead. The discourse was highly eulogistic, but marked, at 
the same time, with great truth and impartiality, The humble 
beginnings and brilliant career were cleverly narrated, the 
physician, the amiable and honourable man, and great chemical 
discoverer, being powerfully depicted. The successful com- 
| petitors respecting the numerous prizes which the Academy 
has to bestow, were proclaimed ; and we were struck by two 
circumstances: a large proportion of the prizes were not 
awarded at all, the Academy granting pecuniary rewards to 
some of those who had approached nearest to the standard of 
excellence which they probably have fixed, and the majority 
| of the prizemen were medical practitioners in lonely country 
| districts, the Paris successful men being decidedly in the 








minority. 
|. Deara-Rate iy THR Army.—The death-rate per 1000 
| in 1860, calculated on the same proportion of men serving at 


| different periods of life in arm, stands as follows :— 
| Household Cavalry, 4°63; Dragoon Guards and Dragoons, 
| 609; Royal Artillery, 9°57; Military Train, 983; Foot 
| Guards, 9°05; Infantry Regiments, 9°71; Cavalry Depéts, 
9°75; Depdt Brigade, Royal Artillery, 14°77; Depdt Bat- 

talions, 15°76. Against which has to be set a mortality of 
8°76 for the civil male population of England, or 737 for its 

healthier districts. 

Tue Suprty or Mepicrnes To THE CoNFEDERATES.— 

| Immense quantities of are sm across the Lower 
Potomac into the Confederate States means of what is 


the inquest, which he indignantly rejected, The inquiry was | called the ‘‘ underground line.” Thearticles now most 


adjourned, 


needed, 
| and commanding the best prices, are boots, shoes, clothing, tea, 
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coffee, sugar, salt, and medicines, and every contraband cargo 
consists of these exclusively. The trade in medicines has been 
more extensive than any, owing to the facility of transporting 
them in small bulk. Large quantities of quinine have lately 
found a market in Richmond, transported thither in small 
parcels on the persons of those passing the line, every traveller 
carrying more or less. The article was once worth its weight 
in gold, but, owing to the quantity lately smuggled through, it 
has fallen to six dollars an ounce, 

Toe “Normas” Megmoriuat Wixpow.—The inhabi- 
tants of Bath have placed a memorial window in the cathedral 
to the memory of the late Mr. Norman, who for nearly fifty 
years was a successfal and highly respected medical practi- 
tioner in that city. The subject is taken from Overbeck’s pic- 
ture of ‘*Christ healing the Sick.” The centre represents 
Christ restoring sight to the blind, the lights on each side and 
the spaces in the being occupied by appropriate and 
subordinate figures. At the bottom is the following iascrip- 
tion:—‘*In memory of G Norman, F.R.C.S., born 
Sept. 2nd, 1782 ; died January 17th, 1861.” The cost of the 
window is about £240, 


Tae Cuemistry oF Orrum.— Professor T. Anderson, 
of Glasgow, enumerates nine well-determined substances ob 
tained from opium: morphine,’codeine, papaverine, narcotine, 
thebaine, narceine, meconine, meconic acid, and theobolactic 
acid ; besides three doubtful—pseudo-morphine, porphyroxine, 
and opianine. Professor An commenced the study of 
this subject in 1850, and has communicated the results of his 
experiments in a valuable memoir in the Journal of the Che- 
mreal Society. 

Tue Ratio perween Sickngss ayp Mortatity.—It 
has beea estimated that the a t of sick prevalent in a 
place bears a tolerably constant proportion to the mortality. 
The law of proportion is found to be, “‘ that the number con- 
stantly suffering from acute sickness at any year of age (from 
fifteen and upwards) will t to double the number of 
yearly deaths ; and the number of invalids, or permanent suf.- 
ferers from past sickness, will be equal to the number of annual 
deaths,” —T. R. Epmonps, B,A.: ** On the Statistics of Health.” 


Tus Caprttarity or Paper as a means of analysis, as 
suggested by M. Schinbein, has been employed by M. Gop- 
pelsrider in the separation of colouring mattera. When a band 
of paper is dipped into curcuma (Indian saffron) and picric 
acid, three distinct layers are perceived; the first formed by pure 
water, the second coloured by picric acid, and the third by tite 
yellow of the curcuma, If the paper be dipped into an alkaline 
hquid the picric layer Sappetn, while the curcuma remains 
with the brownish hue which it acquires under the circum 
stances, Similar experiments are produced with fuchsine, &c. 


M. ye eer intends to apply the process to the examina- 
tion of fretted wines, or beer containing strychnine. 


Cxsatpinia Bonpucetta.—The Société d’Acclimatiza- 
tion has introduced into France the seeds of the Cesalpinia 
Bondacella or Natha plant, which, according to their corre- | 
spondent, Mr, Hayes, is much used in India as a specitic for | 
intermittent fever. The plant is a small creeper producing a | 
nut, the kernel of which is extremely bitter, and is said to 
pom in an eminent degree the qualities of Cinchona bark, 
veing also slightly aperient. The mode of employing it is to 
reduce one of the seeds with three or four peppercorns toa 
paste to be taken three or four times a day, with *‘ cherettab- 
tea” (Gentiana chirayta.) Native physicians employ the 
Natha as a tonic in a powder, mixed with spices and castor- 
oil, Externally the seed is ied to cases of hydrocele. At 
Amboyna, it is used as a vermi and the roots as a tonic in 
dyspepsia. In Cochin-China it is used as a deobstruent, and 
we gatneies from the leaves is considered to be useful in 
paralysis. It is proposed to cultivate the plant in Algeria and 
the south of France, and thus place in the hands of the phy- 
Sician a cheap and powerful substitute for the Cinchona bark. 


Cuassaroyac’s Ecrasson.—Dr. Demel has given in the 
Vienna Medic, Wochensch. a sketch of the present surgi 








bloodless mode of section the ial artery 

had to be tied. Out of the forty-five minutes, the patient, a 
woman of sixty-seven, had, on waking from anzsthesia, to 
bear the crashing for twenty minutes, Br. i 
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cipally on the fact that the disease of the elbow-joint for which 
the arm was taken off consisted of the existence of a tumour, 
two inches in diameter, situated below the olecranon; the 
joint was with this exception perfectly healthy. The same 
observer ventures to say that Oiviale, though a clever operator, 
cannot be considered a scientific man, for which calumny he 
is severely chastised in the same journal by Dr. Ivanchich. 
Dr. Demel finally advises his countrymen to repair to Berlin 
and Vienna, and not to Paris, in order to improve themselves 
in surgical science i 

Errect or MacEyxta on THe Broop. — At the last 
Manchester Scientific Society, Dr. Roberts exhi- 
bited some preparations illustrating the effect of a solution of 
mageuta on the blood. The red blood-discs were tinted of a 
faint-rose ; the pale corpuscles were more strongly tinted, and 
dyed of a magnificent carbuncle-red. The experiments showed 
that the divided, and that from each three or four 
nuclei were formed, and subsequently became developed into 
blood-red discs, 

Heatta or Loxpox pvatne tue WrrEK ENDING 
Satvurpay, Decemper 20,—The total deaths in London in the 
week that ended on Saturday were 1419. The number is 
almost the same as that of the previous week, but it exhibits 
an important decrease on the heavy returns that were made in 
the latter half of November, and in the first week of the pre- 
sent month. The mean temperature of the air has been six 
degrees higher in the three weeks of December that have now 
elapsed than it was in the last three weeks of the previous 
month. But though the mortality has decreased, it is still 
rather high ; for last week 78 deaths occurred above the num- 
ber that would have been returned if the average rate of mor- 
tality for a week near the winter soletice had prevailed. Small- 
pox decidedly appears on the increase ; the deaths from it in 
the last three weeks were, respectively, 10, 22,34. Measles 
was fatal to 79 children, the corrected average being 36. There 
were 69 deaths from scarlatina, and 20 from diphtheria. There 
were 70 from typhus, 26 of which cases were returned as 
“ fever,” 16 as typhus, 14 as typhoid fever, the remainder as 
gastric fever, &c. Bronchitis carried off 181 persons, 69 of 
whom were sixty years old or upwards; whilst the deaths re- 
ferred to pneumonia, which is fatal chiefly to children, were 
not more than 80. Bronchitis has declined slowly since the 
weather became warmer ; pneumonia fell rapidly when the 
cold ceased. The mortality under bronchitis has greatly ex- 
ceeded that which was referred to pneumonia. The births 
were—boys, 973; girls, 950. Total, 1923. 





(ApVERTIsEeMENT.) — Rorat Cottece or SurGrons oy Exotanp.—Can- 
didates for the next Preliminary Examination in English Grammar, Composi- 
tion, French, History, Arithmetic, Euclid, Geography, &c., may receive the 
necessary particulars, also the terms for expeditious preparation according to 
the standard of requirement, by an experienced Tutor, on application, by 
letter, to “ Postulata,” Tax Lawosr Office, 423, Strand, WC. 





MEDICAL VACANCIES. 


Tue Professorship of Materia Medica at University College, and the office 
of one of the Physicians to the University College Hospital, are now vacant, 


MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 

Da. J. R. Lawspows has been ted Medical Officer and Public Vacci- 
nator to the Workhouse and No. 1 of the Neweastie-under-Lyme Union, 
Statlordshire, rendered vacant by the resignation of Dr. Wm. Haliam. 

Mr. Wm. White Cooper has been appointed Honorary Consu'ting Ophthalmic 
Surgeon to St. Mary's Hospital, on resigning the office of Ophthalmic Surgeon. 

Dr. F. J. Bird has been a Fellow of the Linnwan Society. 

Dr. Stallard, of K ing’s-road, Bedford-row, has been appointed Medical Officer 
to the United Law Clerks’ Society, vice Dr. T. Bartlett, deceased. 

Dr, R. Currie and Mr. T. Liddard have been appointed Resident Surgeons 
to the Birmingham Lying-in Hospital and Dispensary for Diseases of Women 
and Children, vice Dr. D. M‘Iver and Dr. 'T. L. Britt resigned. 

Dr. F. B. Mallett has been appointed Assistant to the House-Surgeon of the 


the Workhouse of the Chesterton Union, Camb: hire. 

Mr. J. C. Pritchard and Mr. Wm. H. Kempster have been elected Medical 
Officers and Public Vaccinators (the former for the St. George's District, and 
the latter for the St. Mary's District) of the Wandsworth and Clapham Union, 
vice Dr, Wm. Connor, resigned. : 

Dr. . Macnab has been re-appointed Medical Officer and Public Vacei- 
nator for the Silsden District of the Skipton Union, Yorkshire. 

Dr. R. Callaghan has been Medical Officer for the City of Cork Dis- 


District. 

Mr. Hi. Curtier has been eleeted Medica] Officer and Public Vaccinator to 
the Droitwich District and the Union House of the Droitwich Union, Worces- 
vice Mr. Wm. R. Jaques, deceased. 

Mr, T. S. Baker has been re-elected Medical Officer and Pablic Vaccinator 
for District ~ a 
Dr. Wm, 


2 of the Mallet Union, Somersetshire. 
7. Galrder Profesor ofthe Practice of Medicine in the University 
, has been Physician to the Glasgow Royal Infirmary, vice 








Dr. J. Beil, deceased, 
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Lock Hosrrrat, Dean-street, Soho.—Clinical De- 
meee and Spaeiens, 1 PM. 
Sr. Manx’s Hosrrrat ror Fistvta AND OTHER 
MONDAY, Duc, 29 ...... Diszases Or rae Rectum.—Operations, 1} P.x. 
| Merzorourtan Fase Hosrrrat. — Operations, 
\ 2pm. 
Guy's Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1} p.m. 
Wesruinster Hospitat.—Operations, 2 p.a. 
Rorat Inetrrcertoy.— 3 v.u. Prof. Frankland, 
“On Air and Water.” (Juvenile Lectures.) 
Soa Hosprrtat.—Operations, 1 p.m. 
Sr. Mazy’s Hosrrtat.—Operations, 1 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, Dac, 31 University Coutzes Hosertau. — Operations, 


P.M. 
Howrsaran Socrety.—8 p.x. 


(St. Groror’s Hosrrrat. lpm. 
Czwrrat Lowponw Orntsatmic Hosritat. — 
ns, 1 P.M. 

Lowpon Hosritat,—Operations, 14 P.w. 

Borat Fass Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1} v.m. 

Great Noetuuayw Hosritat, Kine’s Caoss.— 
Operations, 2 P.m. 

Lowpon Svureicat Homn.—Operations, 2 p.. 

Wast Lonpow Hosrrtay.—Operations, 2 p.m. 

Borat Ostsorapic Hosritay. — Operations, 2 


P.M. 
Roya t Iwstrrvrioy. — 3 r.u. Prof. Frankland, 
L On Air and Water.” (Juvenile Lectures.) 
Wasturveter Orntaatmic Hosrrran, — Opera- 
tions, 14 P.«. 
Taomas’s Hosrrtat.—Operations, 1 p.m. 
St. Bartuotomaw’s Hosrrtat.—Operations, 14 


P.M. 
Kine’s Cottnes cate ae vey n -_ 
ag oy 
— 3 p.m. Prof. Pronkiand, 
7 On Air and Water.” 


THURSDAY, Jay. 1 





(Juvenile Lectures. ) 





Co Correspondents. 


Tas Mepicat Covycrm. 

Tae name of Dr. Alexander Wood was erroneously printed for that of Dr. 
Andrew Wood in the last number of Taz Lancer (p. 693). Dr. Andrew 
Wood is the representative of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, 
and the ardent advocate for the admission of the press to the meetings of 
the Medical Council. 

ZZ. R. is not liable unless he has practised as an apothecary —that is, “ attended, 
prescribed, and dispensed medicine for gain in a medical case.” The bill 
forwarded does not specify in what capacity the person who sent it acted. 
“H.R.” must excuse us writing a private note. 

Tax communication of Dr. Bdward R. Harvey, “ On Dialysis as applied to 
the Detection of Poisons in Medico-Legal Cases,” sliall be inserted. 


Sapmaceyta Pvapvnea ty Sact-Pox. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 

S1e,—Dr. Megsing aeutiens the startling fact that about eighty cases of 
sinall-pox unvaccinated persous have been treated by him in the 
last four months. How greatly vaccination must be peglected in his district ! 

k tell me how many of the eighty were treated with 

months ago I searcely think the root was to be obtained 

offers (as he thinks my experience is not very exten- 

sive) to furnish me a (I trast not of the whole number) of his cases 

treated with the piteher plant. Permit me to say that if he will send them to 
you, I will peruse a with thanks. 


[ remain, Sir, yours, &c., 
London, December, 1962, S. H. 


Mies J. 8. should apply at St. John’s House, Norfolk-street, Strand, for the in- 
formation she requires, A series of lectures ‘for midwives is given by Dr. 
Tanner at King’s College Hospital, together with practical instruction in 
the maternity wards. No lady, we believe, can attend the lectures only; she 
must go through the whole course of instruction. 

A. T,—It depends on the natare of the complaint. 
should be consulted. 

Mr. William Parker (Bath) will oblige us by sending his communications to 
some other journal. However important Mr, Parker may think them to be, 
we fail to discover their value. 

M.R.C.S.E. forgot to authenticate his communication. 


A respectable surgeon 


UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE. 
To the Editor eof Tux Lancer. 
ere senelen & ey vinta list of sehools re- 
copula by te Cate ay et the purpose of medical study out 
King’s 


London. This is, I believe, on 
the samme fovtng as the ether London aad should have beta thes: 
tioned with them. 


Your obedient servant, 
December, 1862. Justrrra. 
*,* In the first list sent to press by the Board of Medical Studies, King’s 
College was accidentally omitted, but stands fourth on the corrected list just 
issued.—Ep, L, 


Medical Diary of the Aer, 





Mr. R. H. Milson.—The terms of the Act appear to be clear upon the point 
The words referred to, however, most likely were inserted to provide for 
those cases in which the names had been registered in the course of the 
year between the annual publication of the Register. The “ certified copy” 
would, however, we think, be sufficient evidence in a court of law. 

One who puts his Trust in Tax Lancet.—The announcement from the “ Medi- 
eal Hall, Chipping Norton,” is most unprofessional. It is to be regretted 
that cases of the kind are too common. 


Taz Trtte oF Docror. 
To the Editor of Tau Lancet. 

Str,—Why do men holding the University degree, “M.D.,” become Members 
or Fellows of a College of Physicians? Because they consider it the highest 
distinction, and because until they are admitted Fellows or Members they are 
only doctors, and not physicians. This is the fact. Let the M.D.s deny it if 


they can. Yours, &c., 
Baker-street, December, 1862. A Parystctay. 


To the Bditor of Tuk Lancet. 

Sra,—lIn refi to the Licenti and Meml of the Colleges of Phy- 
sicians seeking in a court of law to establish their right to the title of Doctor, 
I would suggest that each Member and Licentiate be written to separately, 
and asked for a guinea subscription in furtherance of the object. 

T bemein, Sir, yours truly, 

December, 1962. 








L.R.C.P. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet, 
Srr,—1 will most windy © subscribe my guinea towards trying my right to 
the title of Doctor. ur obedient servant, 
Lees, Cornwell, ‘Dee. 1862, Grorce Kerswitt, L.R.C.P. Lond. 


To the Editor of Tas Lancet. 

to er ose I cannot bat agree with your correspondent, “A Physician, 

Fey rnal of Dec. 13th, in having the question of titles settled before the 
ot the land, I do not think it is for us, but rather for the “ 

Tee tesobessan tities te the aatim @ Of tee trouble expense of 
| Bronte what we are not, instead of us proving what we really are. This, } 

umbly suggest, is to me the most proper course of proceeding. 

I remain, Sir, yours, &c , 
Kentish-town, Dec. 1862. L.R.C.P.E. 


N. 4.—There is only one such hospital in London, Any qualified surgeon 
would, doubtless, on presenting his card to the medical officer on duty, re- 
ceive permission to go round with him. 

Dr. Brandt (Madeira) is thanked for his polite letter. His kind offers shall 
be entertained. 

A Query. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 

my note last week, I inserted, or intended to insert, “the rate of 

ys untae ee infants.” The third query should ran thas :— 

; also the rate of mortality in each sex of very 

young Caton on say waber three monthe old ?—Yours = 
Calverley, near Leeds, Dec. au. Rutro Gupprxes. 


Mr. C. H. Howell will perceive that the correction referred to was made ix 
our last number, on page 694. 

The Puckett Fund.—We beg to acknowledge the receipt from Rawal Pindes, 
Panjab, of a bill of exchange for £22 13s. 4¢., which has been forwarded t> 
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PROFESSIONAL SENIORITY. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 
Str,—I shall - much obliged by your opinion on the following t— 
The patient of another medical man wished for ny ome Apes case; but 
the medical man refused to meet me, giving as that T 
P unior. The qualifications of this gentleman are as follows :—L.S, A. Lond., 
M.R.CS., 1860. My qualifications are: 1..R.C: = I, January, 1955; LS.a. 
Lond, — M.D. Queen’s University, Ireland, 186 
man any right to refuse to meet ee in consultation for 
— ~- a season P In case of such refusal, what is the best course to pursue? ’ 
remain, "Sir, yours 0 
December, 1962. AnGto-Hrorzstay. 
*,* There appears to be no just ground for the refusal of the “senigx” f> 
meet the “junior” in the above case.—Ep. L. 
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* HL, ov nitro-benzole, 273 
i destruction of, by chloride of 





disease, 606 
Dropsy, on, its Nature, Diagnosis, and 
Treatm~nt (review), 287 
Ovarivtomy, 446 ; in Paris, 25, 243; four additional 
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averted by 
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treatment, 390 

Photo-Zincography, on, and other Photographic 
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Pneumonia, on the treatment of, 169; results of 
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awkward delivery, a singular case of, 391 
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Preventable iliness, 271 
Price, Mr. P.C., Mentone, the Winter Climate of 
review), 703 
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sex Hospital, 
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Surgeons, Ire 
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Professional titles, 73, 168 
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Affections ; their Pathology and Treatment (re- 
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Puckett, Mr., murder and mutilation of, by a 
Tnnati, ao, 67, 71, 128, 208; subscription, the, 
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Diseases, Illustrations of (review), 480 
Pumpkin seeds as a remedy for tapeworm, 578 
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jaack, a, and his private business, 194 
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jaadruple birth, 
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—— Hospital, Birmingham, 331 
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travelling, the influence of, on health, 396 
ner, Dr, W., the Lancashire Distress Medical 
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Rectum, a of the, operated upon by the 
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8. C., a singular case of resuscitation in 

a foetus after lon -suspended animation, 34; Poor- 
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Rejected candidates, the, 193 

| ae some remarks on, and on the study of 
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of a, 89 
Sarracenia ——— in small-pox, 241, 467, 495, 
653, 604, 633, 6 $8, 665, 693 ; on some cases of 
smail-p.x treated by the, 615 
Saunders, Dr, W. S., Scott ©, Wakem, 219 
Savory, Air. W.S., ab motion in plants and animals, 
lu7 


pint fracture of the, 116; ablation of the | 
greater portion of the, for meduilary disease, 530 

Searlatina, good effects Of the chlorinated soda as 
an internal remedy in, 12; fatal phiebitis after, 63 

Science of Home Life (review), 65 

Selerotic, churvid, and retina, perforating wound of 
the, 297 

Scorbutua, severe case of, 113 

Scotland, affections of the throat in, 271; mortality | 
in, ib.; health of, 434, 578, 635; births in, 635 ; 
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Small-pox, 200, 461; remedy for, 221; amongst 
sheep, 179, 213, 271, 202, 349, 378, 405, 406, 436; 
Vaccina’iun for, 422 

Smari, Mr. ‘. mortality of lying-in women in work- 


| Solomon, Mr. J. V., 


| Souther 





| Smith, Mr. W., a case of poisoning ty oil of worm- 


wood (Artemesia absinthium), 619 

Sm. king, is it injurious? 63 

Sneezing, obstinate, 228, 302 

Social Science A-sociation, 605 

Society fur Relief of Widows and Orphans of Medi- 
eal Men in London and its Vicinity, 167 

Soldiers’ feet, 487 

on the relief of near sight 
without spectacles, 156; 
tomy, 192, 218 

Sore-throat, malignant, 213 

South Devon, (limate of, and its Influence upon 
Health ; with Short Accounts of Exeter, T rquay, 
Babbicombe, Teignmouth, Dawlish, Exmouth, 
Budleizh-Salterion, Sidmouth, Sec. (review), 446 

States of America, medical supplics in 
the, 520 

Spas of Europe, the (review), 286 

Spasmodic vomiting, 56, 77, 105 


| Spezzia, the consultation at, 487 


Spina bifida followed by hydrocephalus, case of, 390 

Spinal cord, exposure of, and necrosis of vertebra, 
followed by fatal paraplezi», 207 

——— influence on the action of the heart, 132 


Spine, extreme lateral curvature of the, associated | 


with disease of the supra- enal capsules, termi- 
nating fatally, 140; 
ease of the, with lumbar ab<cess, followed by an 
attack of fatal diphtheria, 589 

Spleeu, clinical remarks on a ease of enlargement 
of the, 10; de.th from enormously enlarged, 464 ; 
section of an enormous, 649 


| Spontaneous evolution, delivery by, 99 


Sprague, Mr. C., 
422 


small-pox in sheep: vaccination, 


| Stabbing, cases of, 478 


Siaphylorapby compiicated with enlarged tonsils, 
37 


Starling, Dr. G. A. on the physiology of writing, 
with the explanation of that kind of it which has 
been termed cuneatic, 684 

Stone, Dr. W. H., nitro-venzole with cod-liver oil, 
56, 78 

Stone in the bladder, six coses of, in eleven wecks, 
at Guy’s Hospital, all of which recovered, 445 

Storms, the Law of, considered in Connexion with 
the Ordinary Movements of the Atmosphere (re- 
view), 372 

Strange, Dr. W., a Chart of the Principal Constitu- 
ents of the Urine in Health and Disease (review), 


258 
Stranger, an illustrious, 658 
Streatfeild, Mr. J. F., the Hopital for Stone, 78 
Strychnine, antidote for, 579; the Marshall Hall 
physiological test for, 679 
Stuart, Mr. H. L., pleuro-pneamonia in cattle, 273 
Styptic, a new, 103 
Suicides in the army, 435 
Summer mortality, 406 
session, termination of the, 131 
Sun-stroke, 293 
Supra-renal Capsules, on pe Anatomy and Physio- 
logy of the (review), 1 
Surgeon, garotted, a, Aa attempt to bribe a. 7 
Surgeons’ fees for post-mortem examinations, sor 
Surgical instraments in 1862, 496; in the Inter- 
national Exbihition, 49, 71, 124, 216, 264, 489 
notes, 369 
Operations, Handbook of (review), 65 
Surrey Chant Hospital, 208, 45, 653, 691 
Lunatic Asylum, the new, 497 
Suspended animation, report ot the Committee ap- 
poiuted to investigate the subject of, 37,51; on 
the treatment of, 149 
Swearing, a case of hard, 132 
Sweden, duration of lie in, 407 
Syphilis, report upon, with reference to the more 
mixed and unusual forms of the poaeny symp- 
toms, 231; the transmiseibility of, AA vaccination, 
392; in the united services, 422; and glass-blow- 
ing, 579 
Syphilitic eruptions, 
- inoculation tod ‘ite Sabai to vaccination, 
110, 275 
ulceration, report of a case gh om of 
the soft palate to the posterior wall of the 
pharynx, following, 429 
Syphilography, British, 243 
Syphon-trocar for ovariotomy and other purposes, 
escription of a, 13 
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Tenia from eating pork, 635 
beet he dogs, 223, 246; pumpkin seeds as a 


the Products and Resources of (review), 


from lodgment 
omen 


on intra-ocular myo- | 


concussion of the, 30:1; dis- | 





; permanent, retarded derelopanent of the, 


Telesraph sutures in dosing wounds in various 
cases, on the employment of, 700 

Temperance movement, the, 598 

lesticle, strumous disease of the, and discharge 
through on ulcer in the scrotum, 647 

Testimonials, on, 260 

Tetanus, ‘roumatic, from fraetare of the forearm, 
sneces<fa ly trected by chloroform and aconite, 
255 ; fatal case of, from slight scalp wound, 256 ; 
idiopathi«, from sitting on the grass, ib.; traa- 
matic, tatal case of, from wow of the elbow 
and thumb, treated by counter-irritants, quinine, 
and beliacouna, ib.; from supposed injury to the 
cheek, in: ffectually treated by belladonna, 257; 
intermittent, during pregvancy, 331; idiopathic, 
on a cose of, terminating in recovery, 586; idio- 
pathic, 637, 6¢ 

Thames, quarantine in the, 262 

Thigh, case of amputation of, 35; amputation of, 
where phthisis was present, 640 


| Thighs, complete ad unyieldin. abduction of both, 


success'ully treated by forcible extension, 87 

Thompeon, Dr. D, R., and the Madras Government, 
241; native Indian surgeons, 575 

Thomson, Dr. E., on malignant pustule, 273 

Thoracente-is, on 'he practice of, in sercus effusion 
into the pleura, 384 

Thorax and lung, wounds of the, attended with 
pneumothorax and emphysema, recovery in a case 
ot, 85 

Throat, wound of the, in a boy ape twelve, 115; 
affections of the, in Scotland, 271 

Thadichum, Dr. W. L., on the treatment of dropsies 
in connexion with diseases of the kidneys, the 
liver, and the blood, 533 

Tice, Dr., the late, 243 

Tilt, Dr. E. J., on Uterine and Ovarian Inflamma- 
tion, and on the Physiology and Diseases of Men- 
struation (review), 570 

Tinea tarsi, on, 439 

Titles, the question of, 134, €26, 666 

Tobace< o, medicated, 302 

Todd, Dr. A., the Hospital for Stone, 105 

—, Dr., the late, 63 

Toe-nail, curved horn, 37 

Tomes, Mr. J., testimonial to, 103 

Tooth driven into the jaw, a, 457 

Traer, Mr. J. R., the surgical instruments at the 
Internationa! Ex! ribition, 645 

Traill, Dr., death of 167; the late, 299 

T ransfusion apparatus, pew, 407 

Trichiasis, or districhiasis, and entropium, on, 584 

Triplets, three cases of, 

Tropics, Health in the (review), 595 

Turck, Dr. L., Clinieal on Different Dis- 
eases So Larynx, Trachea, and Pharynx, ex- 
amined by the Lary ype; preceded His- 
torical Remarks on the Practical Use of the La- 
tyngoscope (review), 596 

Turf, the charity of the, 21 

Turkish ba’ h, the, 5:2, 666 

military surgeons, 299 

Turning in cases of disproportion, on, 285 

Twin (?) abortion, report on a, 116 

Tyleeote, Dr. J. H., a tooth 7 > hoe into the jaw, 457 

Typh fever, mortality from, 127, 196, 223 

Typhoid fever propagated by coutagion, 93; infla- 
ence of antimonial cholera in the progress of, 
193; at Rotherham, 243 

Typhas and the cotton-famine, 486, 488; at Preston, 

; in Lancashire, 574, 601 
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University College, 551; Hospital, 436; Students’ 
Christian Association, 708 
honours, 492 
of Melbourne, the Professor of Physiology 


at the, 103 

Unlicensed medical practitioners, 606 

Unregistered practitioners, 78 

Uremia simulating opium poisoning, on a case of, 
331 

Urethra, on a case of retention of urine from im- 
pes 1" ~peaneeeeme by perincal section 
of the, 530 

Uric-acid calcoli, the determination of, 192 

Urivary organs, remarks on five cases of disease of 


the, 648 
Urine in Health and Disease, a Chart of the Prin- 
cipal Constituents of the (review), 258 
Ut rine and Ovarian In and on the 
and Diseases of 
a 


of the, clinical remarks on a case of, 
88; polypi of the, clinical remarks on, 328 
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Vaccinated recruits, 416 
Vaccination, 348; in Bengal, 221; in whooping- 
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ough, 297; for in dogs, 200; the 
poner A by, 392; tor, 610 ; 
Vagina, a —y ~ which air was expelled from the, 


116; ruptured, during labour, child in abdomen 
three hours and a half, pelvie cellulitis, reco- 


very, 390 

—— closure, on five cases of, 535 
Varicose veins of a severe form, obliterated by 

Sapmetieeto, 291 
‘enereal disease in the army, 465 

Ventilation, a Treatise on, Natural and Artificial 
(review), 64; of steamers, 68 

Veratrum viride, tincture of, cases illustrative of 
the actinn of, 63; as a Therapeutic Agent (re- 
bee ewe of the ~~ eee of, in the treat- 
ment 

Valea ne on, 629 

Vermitorm a dix, obstruction and obliteration 
of jounten fatal peritonitis, 477 

Verruca necrogenica, 458 

hammer = on the solution of, 347 

us in the female, removed through 
Vests red fistula, cured by one operation, 531 
tomy, clinical remarks on, 370, 387 

Vested racer 236 

Veterinary Science, Manual of (review), 422 

Viee of a the, 98 

vi , 609 

Vines, ur C., on ' the treatment of congenital rup- 
ture at the ‘groin, 689 

Bb - isection, 221 


the } 
rapidly cured by topical treatment, 329 
Volcanoes, the Character of their Phenomena, &c. 


(review), 703 
precedence of, 336 
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Wade, Dr. W. F., ~~ ga 208 
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cords, acute inflammation of the, as seen by | 
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Walshe, Dr. W. H., address on medicine at the 
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Walters v. Lush, 519, 604, 652, 689, 708 

Warning, a, 377 

Waste Products and Undeveloped Substances, or 
Hints for Enterprise in Neglected Fields (review), 


Water impurities, 299 

Waters of London, the, 551 

Wattsford, Mr. W. J., obituary of, 522 

Webber, Mr., and Mr. Wells, the case of, 215 

Webster, Dr. J., short notices of a case of Cwsarean 
operation, and | of an unusual transposition of the 

and ‘inal vixcera seen at the Clini- 

cal Hospital of Moscow, 620 

Weiss, Mr. F., hardened india-rabber in the mouth, 
524 


Wells, Dr. J. S., on Long, Short, and Weak Sight, 
and their Tr ti by the Scientific Use of 
Spectacles (review), 14 
—, Mr. T.S., description of a syphon-trocar for 
ovariotomy and other purposes, 13; on the his- 
tory and progress of ovariotomy in Great Britain, 
658 


West, Dr. R. U., Illustrations of Puerperal Diseases 


review), 480 

—, Mr. J. P., Seott o. Wakem, 219 

West Kent Infirmary, 435 

—— Norfolk and Lynn Hospital, 578 

—— Riding Medical Charitable Society, 76 

Weymouth Sanitarium, the, 221 

Whiting, Mr. G., the Products and Resources of 
Tasmania (review), 4 

Whooping-cough, wild thyme in, 103; vaccination 
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Wibiin, Dr. J., an account of a recent remarkable 
ease of scrotal elephantiasis in whieh the tumour 
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Williams, Dr. on comp i 
fractures of the onan 214 

. Mr. R,, the surgical instruments at the In- 

ternational Exhibition, 546 

Willis, Dr. W., the assassinations at Yeddo, 330 

Wilmington, the plague ai, 402 

Will o’ the wisp, 595 

Wills, Mr. G. F., poor-law medical relief, 27 
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Wolfe, Dr. J, R., extraction of cataract by lowe 
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Wordsworth, Mr. J.C. 

wards hospi nts, 268 
Workhouses, insane inmates of, 243 
Wormald, Mr. T., on necrosis, 440 
Worms, Mr. H., the Earth and its Mechanism (+: 

view), 570 
Wormwood, by the oil of, 619 
w rat new appli ay 378 
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Yarra Bend Lunatic soe, 464, 691 
Yeddo, the assassinat: at, 330 
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revalence of, in several of H.M.'s 5, — 
yest India squadron upon their _—— 
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Young, | Mr. E., Walters and another ». Lash, 600 
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